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How is the ethnic identity of female Māori and 
Pacific artists constructed?

• Participants: 6 female artists of Māori and/or Pacific descent
• Video ethnography: Audio-visual technology used to record 

participants engaging in their creative practice
• Multimodal (Inter)action Analysis (MIA): Transcription and analysis of 

video data.
• Interviews: semi structured life story interview



New Zealand context

• Ethnic make up of New Zealand (2013 Census)

• European 74%, Māori 14.9%, Asian 11.8 %, 
Pacific people 7.4%, Middle Eastern/ Latin 
American 1.2%.

• Māori and Pacific population is young, growing significantly and 
has a high proportion of people that identify with both Māori 
and Pacific ethnic connections. 

• Māori are the indigenous people of New Zealand.

Historical, social and cultural factors have shaped Māori and 
Pacific Identity.



Studying Māori identity



Research into Māori identity

• Enculturated/Traditional Māori identity
• Bicultural Māori identity

• Marginalised/Negative Māori identity
• Fluid Māori identity



Research into Māori identity

• Enculturated/Traditional Māori identity
o Defined as having knowledge of “whakapapa (genealogy), 

matauranga Māori (Māori knowledge), proficiency in te reo 
(Māori language) and tikanga (cultural protocols)” (McIntosh, 
2005, p. 43).

• This identity has been significant in challenging the negative 
stereotypes of Māori.

• Two sub groups- traditional essentialists and traditional 
inclusives.

• Bicultural Māori identity

• Marginalised/Negative Māori identity

• Fluid Māori identity



Research into Māori identity

• Traditional Māori identity
• Bicultural Māori identity

• Feel positively toward their Māori identity but are also 
confident to engage with Pakeha/European practices 
(Durie, 1994).

• Marginalised/Negative Māori identity

• Fluid Māori identity



Research into Māori identity

• Traditional Māori identity

• Bicultural Māori identity

• Marginalised/Negative Māori identity
o For this group their Māori identity is influenced “...by a second-

rate status in New Zealand society: poor education records, high 
unemployment, low incomes, alcohol and drug abuse, shocking 
crime statistics, excessive rates of teenage pregnancy...” (Meijl, 
2006, p. 919). 

o Both excluded from the mainstream and from Māori who 
identify with the traditional Māori identity.

o An assimilated identity and/or a colonized identity (Moeke-
Maxwell, 2005).

• Fluid Māori  identity



Research into Māori identity

• Traditional Māori identity

• Bicultural Māori identity

• Marginalised/Negative Māori identity

• Fluid Māori  identity
It is a positive Māori identity and is more inclusive as it 
combines different ideas about culture, language, tradition 
and the present social environment. 
“Indigenous cultural identity then, is not a static creation 
locked in a frozen embrace with the past, rather it can be 
seen as an agentic articulation of selfhood that aids Māori 
young people in their navigation of an uncertain future,” 
(Kidman, 2012, p.198).



Research into Pacific 
Identity
• In New Zealand Pacific culture is made up of “at least 13 distinct languages and 

cultural groups, migrants as well as New Zealand-born, and speakers of Pasifika 
languages and, increasingly, those who can speak only English” (Ross, 2014, 
p.1315).

• Traditional Pacific Identity
• Christianity- “Church has been proposed as a setting where individuals 

can negotiate their identity and resolve conflict between New Zealand 
influences and traditional Pacific ways of life” (Mauela & Sibley, 2013, p. 
85).

• Male and female gender roles and norms.
• Acceptance by community and importance of family.
• Proficiency in home language and knowledge of cultural practices.

Fluid Pacific Identity



Research into Pacific Identity

• In New Zealand Pacific culture is made up of “at least 13 distinct 
languages and cultural groups, migrants as well as New Zealand-born, 
and speakers of Pasifika languages and, increasingly, those who can 
speak only English” (Ross, 2014, p.1315).

• Traditional Pacific Identity

• Fluid Pacific Identity
• Ross (2014) explains that this second Pacific identity construction 

also incorporates elements of Māori identity due to inter racial 
marriage and community interaction. 

• The possible loss of language and traditional cultural knowledge 
which is included in this more fluid identity has been highlighted 
as a risk factor (Fairburn-Dunlop, 2010).



Creativity, life stories 
and ethnic identity



Studying creativity



Studying creativity

Creativity is multidimensional. 
It is made up of environmental, behavioural and cognitive aspects (da 
Costa, Paez, Sanchez, Garbeaigordobil, & Gondim, 2015).

Environmental- psychological safety and psychological freedom 
(Fearon, Copeland  Saxon, 2013).



Studying identity



Vertical layers of discourse

The outer layers of discourse 
contribute to the general identity 
element of a social actor. The rules 
and laws, institutions and media 
that exist in society develop a social 
actor’s general identity. 

(Norris, 2011).

Outer



Outer layers- General ethnic identity

The identities mentioned at the beginning of the presentation are 
present in the outer layers of discourse through communication 
channels such as the media and people in their extended communities.

Māori identities Pacific identities
Traditional
Bicultural
Marginalised
Fluid/emerging

Traditional
Fluid/emerging

Psychological safety was denied due to conditions being placed on 
their worth within their ethnic community. 

















Outer layers- General ethnic identity

The identities mentioned at the beginning of the presentation are 
present in the outer layers of discourse through communication 
channels such as the media and people in their extended communities.

Māori identities Pacific identities
Traditional
Marginalised/colonised
Fluid/emerging

Traditional
Fluid/emerging

Psychological freedom was enhanced due to conditions being placed 
on their worth within their ethnic community. 





Vertical layers of discourse

The intermediary layers of 
discourse produce the continuous 
identity element of a social actor. 
These include people from the 
varying networks that the social 
actor belongs to. 

Intermediary



Intermediary layers- Continuous ethnic 
identity
Family and friends are key networks that have contributed to their 
continuous ethnic identities.

Through the actions of family members in previous generations, 
psychological safety was denied. Transmission of cultural knowledge 
was denied, undervalued or put off until later, reinforcing some 
participants’ positions as outsiders.











Intermediary layers- Continuous ethnic 
identity
Family and friends are key networks that have contributed to their 
continuous ethnic identities.

Through the actions of some family members and friends, 
psychological safety was denied due to conditions being placed on 
their worth within their ethnic community.







Intermediary layers- Continuous ethnic 
identity
Family and friends are a key network that has contributed to their 
continuous ethnic identities.

Through the actions of some family members and mentors, 
psychological freedom was enhanced.













Vertical layers of discourse

The central layers of discourse 
produce a social actor’s immediate 
identity element. The immediate 
identity element is constructed 
through the mediated actions and 
the practices that the social actor 
performs and participates in. 

Central



Central layers- Immediate ethnic identity

The mediated actions/creative practice performed by each participant 
reveals their immediate ethnic identity.

Through their actions they address an imaginary audience, contributing 
to the layers of discourse of an imagined social actor.
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