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Figure 1: Concept Sketch of design scheme. (Image by Author)
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Figure 2: Sketch Map of Manurewa

ABSTRACT

The population of Auckland is growing at rapidly; the city is
the most diverse place in New Zealand. As the cultures of the
community changes, the average ‘Kiwi’ person is no longer
limited to people of Maori and European ethnicity. Immigrants
from all over the world now call New Zealand home. As the
demographics of the city has changed, so does the cultural
interactions. People are finding new ways to connect with other
cultures outside of religious institutions. Exotic foods, cultural
music and dance performances and even sport has allowed
the average ‘Kiwi’ to engage with people and become more
understanding of others – no matter where they are from.
Manurewa is one of the most ethnically diverse areas in
Auckland. The district has shown a decrease in European
residents and an increase in residents of Maori, Polynesian
and Asian ethnic backgrounds. This change in demographics
does leave a disconnection to the history of Manurewa that
was originally strengthened and established by early European
settlement. Manurewa town centre is surrounded by the major
shopping districts such as Manukau City and Botany town centre
and thus retail activity in this space (and other town centres like
Manurewa) has since declined.1

Figure 3: Site photo back end of Northcrest shops, (Sketch by author)

Architect and Psychologist; Bryan Lawson was known for his
study of the design process, wrote in his book ‘Language of
Space’ that the design of any space would require three spatial
needs; Identity, Security and Stimulation.2 Understanding what
each of these needs are and how they may be applied to the
1 ”Cover Story: Look What They’ve Done to Our Town,” NZ Herald, last modified
November 8, 2006, https://www.nzherald.co.nz/aucklander/news/article.cfm?c_
id=1503378&objectid=10947258
2
Bryan Lawson, The Language of Space (London: Routledge, 2001), 18ww

local town centre is important. This study discusses how others
have used these principles to enhance and establish a place
with architecture and thus will form the basis of the design.
Establishing a sense of pride and identity will be through
analysing what Manurewa already has to offer, highlighting
the positive characters of this diverse culture and community
and inform how to best combat the negative reputation of
the place. The physical nature of the town centre is in need of
huge improvement, various areas of barren car park spaces,
dark alleyways and under- landscaped land undermine the
pedestrian experience. Introducing playful activities that allow
people of all age, gender and ethnicity to find commonalities is
imperative.
Play is an essential part of life; it is a task that is often seen
as secondary to the basic needs of survival. Playful activities
benefit mobility, coordination, confidence and help to develop
positive habits when dealing with stress and adversity. Creating
an environment which has a balance between cultivated play
and free and ambiguous spaces where people are able to
conduct their own ideas of play.
The general public and their children deserve a space that they
can feel proud of, ‘Playful Pathways” is a project that shows the
potential that this place has to grow with the community. The
design will act as a catalyst for economic progression and pride
for Manurewa.
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

Auckland City is undergoing rapid growth as
the nation’s business capital of New Zealand.
Millions of dollars are being invested into
city infrastructure, multi-residential housing
developments and high end commercial
retail spaces. As the city’s density increases,
a strategy toward focal points that house
the needs and desires of the people is
underway.3 While plenty of time, critical
thought and funding is being spent in new
architecture and how to best accommodate
for the cities progression, some existing
town centres (that once made up the fabric
of Auckland) may be forgotten.
Manurewa Town Centre is one of the oldest
established towns in South Auckland.
Southmall Shopping Centre was established
in 1967 and the community thrived with
its arrival. It has had many triumphs in
community and social developments
between 1960 – 1990s. With the coming of
major shopping districts such as Sylvia Park,
Westfield Manukau, Takanini Shopping area
and Botany Town Centre, Manurewa has
been neglected.

10

3 ”section-8-development-strategy,” Auckland Council,
accessed October 8, 2019, https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.
nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/our-plans-strategies/auckland-plan/about-the-auckland-plan/docsprintdocuments/section-8-development-strategy.pdf.

In 2016 Southmall was voted one of the
‘saddest malls’ in New Zealand, as now its
aesthetic, size and capacity cannot compete
with the surrounding centres.
Although the decline of Southmall had a
major impact in the general pride and use of
Manurewa Town Centre, simply redesigning
the shopping centre will not fix some of the
social issues that this community is facing.
Manurewa is classified as a low socioeconomic area, the average age in the
district is 29 compared to the national
average of 38.4 The young and diverse
community is exposed to more risk factors
and adversity than other regions of similar
size in Auckland. The media has helped
strengthen the dark and dangerous stigma
that Manurewa has, commercial property in
the area is not highly sought after as there
is risk of safety and lack of activity.5 With
3 high schools and just over 20 primary
schools within the district, the children
which utilize the town centre are likely
using public transport too. Public transport
is increasing in efficiency which will means
that there will be less struggle for people
4Auckland Council, accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.
aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/Documents/
manurewa-local-board-plan-2017.pdf15		
5 Ringer, Bruce (28 November 2008). “Give South Auckland
a little respect”. New Zealand Herald. p. A15. Retrieved 28
November 2008.

to commute to other areas of Auckland.
As some parts of Auckland become heavily
developed (such as New Lynn) it leaves
places like Manurewa to remain the same
as members of the community do not have
the same financial stake in their town’s
progression.

Manurewa Sunday Market happens weekly
and offers fresh produce, hot food, daily tools
and clothing. This event is not only hosted by
people of many cultures and backgrounds, it
also draws a large crowd weekly. This type of
activity is positive and will be considered in
the design. Manurewa Youth Council opened
a facility in 2017 called “The Space” which is
used for them to host and plan events, the
group aims to give young people of the area
a voice within the community and space
to be themselves. They use this space as a
headquarters to socialize and actively plan
events for their community. It is important
that the youth have a positive outlet and
good mentorship. 25% of Manurewa’s total
population is under the age of 18, ‘The Space’
may be a positive start, but this community
needs more space for children to explore and
express themselves.6

Figure 4:Southmaall - main road entrance. (Image by author)

6 “A Space to Call Home in Manurewa,” OurAuckland, last
modified March 4, 2019, https://ourauckland.aucklandcouncil.
govt.nz/articles/news/2019/03/a-space-to-call-home-in-manurewa/.
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PROJECT OUTLINE

“Town centres where more people walk,
ride, or bus up are often more vibrant and
economically successful than those where
people must navigate a maze of car parks.”7
The purpose of this design project is to
showcase the potential that Manurewa
Town Centre has, improving walkability and
enhancing existing businesses to promote
regular use of this space. The approach to
this design project is based heavily on the
context of Manurewa, combating the lack of
identity and underutilised car parking spaces. Introducing architecture that focuses on
the pedestrian experience and interventions
that may directly improve the cultural use
and playful nature of this Town Centre.

RESEARCH QUESTION:
How can architectural interventions showcase the importance of play for
adolescents and the diverse community of Manurewa?

7
Stuart Brown, “Play is More Than Just Fun,” TED:
Ideas Worth Spreading, accessed October 6, 2019, https://
www.ted.com/talks/stuart_brown_says_play_is_more_than_
fun_it_s_vital?language=en.

Figure 5:Sketch of town, (Sketch by Author)

AIMS & OBJECTIVES :

Below is a summarised list based on the
concerns and aspirations of the people,
outlined in Manurewa Local Board Report
(2017), Manurewa Youth Councils efforts to
give children a voice in their community and
Manurewa’s Local Business District aims to
strengthen the local economy.
Objectives:
•
Performing arts space for those
looking to showcase their talent in an
environment where they can be connected
to others – spaces to practice and perform.8
•
The design must be flexible and
cater for the changing needs of Manurewa’s
new and diverse community. Creating a
sense of belonging and pride is important
for the town centre. This must be a space
that can be accessible to all members of
the community regardless of age, gender or
ethnicity. 9
•
Increasing the pedestrian activity
by improving existing amenities and
8
Auckland Council, accessed October 6, 2019,
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/
Documents/manurewa-local-board-plan-2017.pdf15
9
Auckland Council, accessed October 6, 2019,
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/
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Documents/manurewa-local-board-plan-2017.pdf 16

SCOPE & LIMITATIONS :

accommodating for new forms of transport
such as bikes, Lime Scooters and wheelchair
access. New circulation will emulate
common routes and must consider the
current use of the town centre. This aligns
with AT Transports aims and incentives to
make Auckland a more walkable city.
•
Locals have requested that the
town centre should be a safer space for the
community.
•
Manurewa Youth Council has
requested a space where the youth can
express themselves, the space must be
situated within the town centre so that
youth activity can help to make changes
within the community – and their ideas and
initiatives may be on display.
The aim of this design is to better connect
the community of Manurewa and to
establish a safe and playful space that can
adapt and grow with the people that use it.
‘Private’ Space is part of design which is
given for children who have gone through
traumatic experiences or who have mental/
physical disabilities and social anxieties. The
highest level of comfort, safety and security
here is where the most vulnerable children

will be as they develop skills and engage in
activity that will help them cope with their
issues and become resilient.
‘Play’ Space is owned by the Youth in
Manurewa – drawing inspiration from
Manurewa Youth council’s initiatives. This is
where the children can express themselves
and feel comfortable/positive and excited to
be in this space. Balanced level of play and
character-building activities that help them
gain confidence in themselves and have value
in society. The design should cater to a playful
experience as the young people move through
Manurewa.
The ‘Public’ space will serve two purposes,
firstly it will serve the community by creating
a shared space that may a become a catalyst
for foot traffic and potentially benefit the
small businesses in Manurewa Town Centre.
Secondly it will be a place where youth
expression will be showcased so that the older
members of this community can engage with
the youth in a positive way.

Although this project addresses the social
issues of the entire Manurewa District area
(which include areas like Clendon, Hillpark
and the Gardens), the architecture will
focus specifically on the physical condition
of Manurewa Town Centre. Offering more
open, flexible and secure spaces.
Exploring how architecture can create an
impact; conscious of the local desires and
objectives listed above, means the design
must be sensitive to scale and utility.
Strengthening the community by identifying
what buildings and amenities hold significant
character in the town centre and how they
may connect to the proposed scheme. The
project sets out to redefine the pedestrian
experience which includes considerations to
landscaping and lighting solutions. Creating
more dynamic circulation routes that lead to
green spaces and nearby parks.
This project will not include the redesign
of ‘Southmall’ Shopping Centre as the
proposed idea focuses on the revitalization
on Manurewa town centre, which is not
dependent on retail activity. Manukau

Westfield and Takanini are already very
popular shopping destinations and modern
shopping methods increasing in online
and application platforms. Nonetheless,
the project will serve as a catalyst for
improvements to be made in ‘Southmall’
and other business facilities in the area.
The proposed design offers something
new for the local users of the town centre
and to increase general activity and use of
amenity. Although it is essential to assess
the current successful activity that exists
within this space. The Sunday market proves
to be very successful in its function, an
outdoor attracting locals to enjoy connecting
people of all cultures. The design will not
change the logistics and stall-like nature of
this activity instead focusing on enhancing
the atmosphere. The community is familiar
with the market location; it is within close
proximity to other important programmes
essential to the community. The design will
consider how to best integrate this function
and enhancing its connection to other

amenities in Manurewa.
Specific items of play are not solidified
nor are they important to the successful
outcome of the design – what is shown
is simply to convey the idea of ‘Play’. The
design accommodates the space for items
that may stimulate the community.

15

STATE OF KNOWLEDGE :

There is a general understanding in
Environmental psychology that the term
‘environment’ be used define the natural
and built environments, social settings,
learning environments and informational
environments. Architecture is under the
category of built environments, which means
it’s the field that is in direct correlation with
human behaviour.
Environment Psychology is an
interdisciplinary field that focuses on
individuals and their surroundings. The
knowledge about the built environment
and its effect on human behaviour has
been developed since the 1960s and since
then been interpreted and extended by
several researchers and philosophers. Some
of the main influences on environmental
psychology are listed below.
•
Rodger Barker was one of the
founders of environmental psychology
offered very valuable research to the field
called ‘Behaviour Setting’, which outlines
how social settings can affect behaviour. This
is research was conducted in 1947 and is still

16

very relevant and influential in the field.
•
Harold Prohansky is known as one
the founders of environmental psychology;
he has conducted a number of research
projects and written papers that contribute
to the knowledge of human behaviour and
environmental effects that is known today.
He has written books based on society
conditions and their physical settings. His
research has been used as reference in more
current research conducted in the area.
Further explorations have been conducted
by architects and urban planners, which
reflect the works of these psychologists.
Charles Montgomery worked with experts
in environmental psychology when writing
his book ‘The Happy City’.10 It talks about
the current urban fabric and how it can be
enhanced socially with architecture. Jan
Gehl is a Danish Architect and urban design
consultant, his work focuses on improving
the urban life and designing cities oriented
towards cyclists and pedestrian. Other
architectural research sources can be found
10
Charles Montgomery, Happy City: Transforming
Our Lives Through Urban Design (New York: Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 2013)

in Modernist architectural ideas, as they
believed that architecture could improve the
well-being of the community. The main piece
of literature that has informed this research
is written by Professor Bryan Lawson who
was both an architect and a psychologist
– he wrote books and research papers
particularly focusing on designing spaces
that are comfortable for human scale.
In his book “The Language of Space”
(2001), Lawson explores the fundamental
mechanisms that creating and perceiving
space and its relationship with human
behaviour. He says “the three important
needs of Stimulation, security and identity
can all be satisfied by the designed
environment”.11 The research has been
conducted in light of these spatial needs and
informs some clear criteria for the design
process.

11
Bryan Lawson, The Language of Space (London:
Routledge, 2001), 18

METHODS :

REFLECTION:

The methods of this research project will
inform a comprehensive design, which follow
the learned outcomes of both literature and
architectural precedents related to cultural
identity, connectivity and play. The outcome
of the design clearly shows how each
principal addresses the issues and needs of
Manurewa’s Community.
The design is inspired by the outcomes
of this research, through a series of
informational sketches and explorations
which conclude all the necessary criteria to
achieve a playful design that will regenerate
Manurewa Town Centre.

- this will be written after final presentation

(To take this conceptual design to its full
potential there is consideration to repurpose or remove some buildings in the
town centre)
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Figure 8:Map of Manukau Harbour, (Image by Clare Feeney Drawingof

Figure 6: Map of New Zealand, Image by
Author.

Figure 7: Map of Manurewa, Image by Manurewa
Local Board.

“Proximity to Manukau Harbour and the Hauraki Gulf for
plentiful fishing, good waterways with rivers, streams and
springs, fertile volcanic soils for cultivation, a mix of flat and
scrubby land and forested highlands and a good climate,
combined to make the area of South Auckland desirable for
early settlement.” 12
12
“History and Heritage,” Manurewa Town Centre, accessed September 30,
2019, http://www.manurewabusiness.co.nz/?page_id=103.

Vast portions of land were filled with gardens around Manurewa’s
two significant mountains (Matukutureia – Mclaughlins Mountain and
Matukutururu – Wiri Mountain). The mountains were mostly occupied
with food stores and unguarded settlements. This region was well
sort after and caused warfare between tribes of Thames and Waikato
areas. 13
13
“History and Heritage,” Manurewa Town Centre, accessed September 30, 2019,
http://www.manurewabusiness.co.nz/?page_id=103.

1.1 MAORI HISTORY : PRE EUROPEAN HISTORY

1.2 EARLY EUROPEAN HISTORY :

The traditional Maori definition of
Manurewa read as ‘Te Manu Rewa o Tama
Pahore’ which translated to the drifted away
kite of Tama Pahore.

Manu tukutuku (Kite-flying) was a common
activity used for entertainment in Maori
civilization, some kites were huge,
constructed up to 5 metres long. These
flying contraptions would be handled by 5
men and reached amazing heights. The kites
were often named after animals and more
commonly birds 16 – thus Manurewa can also
be interpreted as “Soaring Bird” which has
been used as the symbol of Manurewa.

In 1875 the area consisted of remote
rural settlement, it was reported that the
Manurewa region had a total of 11 houses
and 4 mud huts. With technological
advancement such as electricity and a
rail-way line, there was enormous growth
and the foundation of a strong community
forming. The local government was
established in 1937 and held a positive
culture of excellence and progression.17

16
Heritage Te Manatu Taonga, “Flying Kites, Spinning
Tops and Other Games,” 7.

Manurewa became a more prominent area
within the Auckland region in the 1960s.
This was a result of the development of a
large portion of rural farmland into suburban
housing. The housing development
prompted an influx of European settlors, and
early urbanisation. The town centre became
one of the hubs of Auckland, being only 50
minutes from the city by train.

The Te Reo name ‘Manurewa ’is interpreted
as “Soaring Kite” which originated from
a story told of Tama Pahore who was in
rivalry with his brother Tama Pahure.14 Tama
Pahore’s kite flew high and gracefully while
his jealous brother chanted an incantation
upon his own kite to snap the line of Tama
Pahore’s kite; leaving it to drift towards
the South. The Chief’s Son (Tama Pahore)
followed the kite south with his people,
where he eventually settled in Te Paeroa
a-Toi (Coromandel Peninsula). 15

20

14
“Local History: Korero o Nehera,” MANUREWA
MARAE, accessed September 30, 2019, https://www.manurewamarae.co.nz/local-history--korero-o-nehera.html.
15
Heritage Te Manatu Taonga, “Flying Kites, Spinning
Tops and Other Games,” 7. – Traditional Māori games – ngā
tākaro – Te Ara Encyclopedia of New Zealand (Ministry for
Culture and Heritage Te Manatu Taonga, December 21, 2016),
https://teara.govt.nz/en/traditional-maori-games-nga-takaro/
page-7.

The town centre had plenty of amenities
including a well-used library and the
construction of one of the first Americanstyle shopping malls in Auckland city known
as ‘Southmall’ Shopping Centre.18 Manurewa
was once recognised as a ‘convenient
commuting suburb’ with its vast farmland
that provided country living but with
enough town facilities. A large part of the
community that contributed to the town’s
success was of European background, there
are still remnants of this history today.
18
AkL, “Auckland’s 1960s American-Style Shopping
Malls,” Auckland’s 1960s American-style shopping malls
(Blogger, December 22, 2016), http://heritageetal.blogspot.
com/2016/12/aucklands-1960s-american-style-shopping.
html.

Figure 10:Photo outside Southmall in Manurewa Town
Centre (1970), (image Author unknown)

Figure 9:Maori Kites (Image Author Unknown)

17
“History and Heritage,” Manurewa Town Centre,
accessed September 30, 2019, http://www.manurewabusiness.co.nz/?page_id=103.
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TIMELINE :

1967
‘Southmall’Shopping Centre was
established

Manurewa became a Highway district
1867- by 1875 Manurewa had an increase of people who began to settle in
the rural area.

Westfield Freezing works established in
1908 by the Halleby Family .

Very first Public school
(Manurewa Central School )
in 1906

Figure 11: Manurewa, site plan for timeline page, (Image by Google maps, edited by Author

Electricity brought advancement in 1920-21

With further advancement Manurewa was constituted a town
district in 1916. A town board
was established in 1920 with aims
to grow and improve the small
community.

Manurewa had its own Local Government called the Manurewa Local
Borough Council which started in
1937.

Famous Footprints were placed in 1959,
representing elite athletes from all
around the world.

Manurewas “Newhook complex”
community centre opens in 1982 –
Successful Library drew in a culture for
art and learning.

After many years of debate
Manurewa merged with Manukau
City Council in 1965.

Westfield freezing works closed
in 1989 – the business could not
compete with other regions and
was shut down. A large portion of
the area became unemployed.
1976 - Westfield Manukau
Shopping Centre was established .

All Councils merged to become Auckland
City Council in November 2010.

Manurewa Today

1.3 THE DECLINE :

The decline in activity began with the
closing of the Westfield Freezing Works
Factory in 1989, this event resulted in 20%
of Manurewa’s residents unemployed. The
after effects of this was an acceleration
into poverty and crime which was directly
correlated to the loss of financial stability
within the community. In 1993, Manurewa
saw a significant decrease in retail activity
and community participation. The big
commercial names (such as Farmers and
Whitcoulles) vacated the mall and started
fresh in Manukau City (and later Botany
Shopping Centre). The employee number
dwindled from 500 to 100 in just 1 year.
The building was auctioned off in 1994.19
It is speculated that Manukau City Council
depleted funds in Manurewa’s retail facilities
to further enhance Westfield Manukau as a
prime location.
In 2016 South Mall Shopping Centre was
voted one of the saddest malls in New
Zealand. The space has been described
as “uninviting, if not dangerous”.20 This is
due to the lack of activity within the town

1.4 SURROUNDING SHOPPING HUBS :

centre and an even greater lack of general
success of the businesses inside it. The
shopping mall is over 50-years old and had
once thrived with local events and functions
which would be hosted within the mall.
An example of this from the 1970s were
competitions involving pegging clothes on
the line where women would race against
the clock to achieve the fastest time.
In a 2006 report, statistics showed major
abandonment of the Manurewa Town
Centre. A District that once thrived in local
economy, community pride and involvement
was flooded with Liquor stores and pokies.
21
Over 100 liquor stores serviced the district
population of 78,000 (at the time) which
meant one outlet for every 648 people.
This activity was disheartening for life-long
members of the community. The demise
of the community was attributable to the
total neglect in maintenance and quality of
living, which subsequently lead to a negative
perception of Manurewa.

Figure 12:New Lynn american style mall, (Image
Author unknown)

19
The Aucklander, “Cover Story: Look What They’ve
Done to Our Town,” NZ Herald (NZ Herald, January 22, 2018),
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/aucklander/news/article.cfm?c_
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id=1503378&objectid=10947258.
20
Henry, C. “New Zealand’s Saddest Malls,” Stuff,
accessed October 1, 2019, https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/80402862/new-zealands-saddest-malls.

21
The Aucklander, “Cover Story: Look What They’ve
Done to Our Town,” NZ Herald (NZ Herald, January 22, 2018),
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/aucklander/news/article.cfm?c_
id=1503378&objectid=10947258

Figure 13:Cloth hanging competitions, (Image Author
unknown)

Manurewa was under Manukau City
Council from 1965 to 2010, so the Manukau
region became to central place for all
south Auckland residence to live work and
play. The suburb is home to the famous
Rainbow’s End amusement park, Court
house and Westfield shopping district which
are amenities that cannot be matched in
Manurewa Town Centre. In Auckland City’s
development strategy, the Manukau is
recognised as a major node and connection
point to the wider Auckland region.
Retail activity in town centres like Manurewa
has been overthrown by the cities major
entertainment districts such as Auckland
CBD, Sylvia Park, Botany Shopping Centre
and Manukau City. This means that people
who live and work in Manurewa will often go
elsewhere for general recreational activities.
As Auckland expands and transport modes
increase – the city is becoming far better
connected. Thus if there is a lack of activity
happening in the local town centre people
tend to travel to parts of the city that
provide multiple forms of entertainment.

Figure 14: Manukau Westfield Mall, (Image Author
unknown),
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1.5 MANUREWA TODAY : PREPARE FOR FUTURE

Auckland City is the fastest growing city
in New Zealand, the region is constantly
developing and expanding. Both
Government and Private Investments are
being put into public transport and property
to turn Auckland into a well-connected
urban destination. In 2017 Manurewa
District area had over 82000 people and has
projected to reach 97000 people by 2033. 22
This type of growth needs to be designed for.
Today Manurewa is dependent on local
use, people who live close by, use the town
centre for common amenities such as the
Post office, Banks, Library and Fresh Fruit &
Vege stores. However, when the community
seeks entertainment, Manurewa town
centre is not the place that comes to mind.
Although a design that would revitalize south
mall itself is tempting – directly enhancing
the retail nature of the space will not solve
the community’s issues. To assume that the
retail industry, one that is predominately
heading in an online purchasing direction,
can regenerate culture, atmosphere
22
Auckland Council, accessed October 6, 2019,
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-local-boards/
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Documents/manurewa-local-board-plan-2017.pdf 10

and pride in Manurewa is not feasible.
Manurewa town centre has plenty of
potential to grow into a stimulated
entertainment hub that does not revolve
around retail activity. The young and active
community would flourish if they were
given the space to play. The future of
Manurewa’s central space can be redefined
– a multi-faceted area of lively movement
and entertainment. Improving this space
will enhance the town atmosphere and
regenerate the character of place for years
to come.
The facilities of this town centre are
struggling in comparison to the other town
centres of a similar scale; New Lynn Mall
which was of a similar size and esteem of
Manurewa’s “Southmall” has developed
tremendously. The area has undergone
change that has turned this small region into
a modern retail destination and transport
hub.

Figure 16: Public commercial space – Southmall , (Image by Author)

Figure 15: Auckland’s Development Strategy, (Image
Author unknown)
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1.6 LOCAL PRECEDENT - NEW LYNN RAPID DEVELOPEMENT

New Lynn shopping centre was the first
American-style mall in New Zealand built in
October 1963, it was pioneered by the same
company that would later establish South
Mall (1965).23 The model proved to be very
successful (as it did for South Mall) drawing
plenty of social and retail attention. As
Auckland changed and developed this space
that served as a hub became outdated.
Initiatives were made to regenerate the New
Lynn area with the release of a Masterplan in
2010. This was aligned in a timely fashion as
this was the same year Auckland became the
Super City. Prompted growth and activity
to the area without drastically changing the
layout of the mall, the master plan focused
of better connectivity and the introduction
of urban interventions that would further
stimulate not just the mall but the whole
precinct. The urban plan for New Lynn
aimed to achieve more than a revitalized
mall for this district – the plan went in depth
to consider transit oriented development
principals to better connect New Lynn to the
other regions of Auckland. New Lynn has 9
District Character Areas.
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23
”Auckland’s 1960s American-style Shopping Malls,”
Heritage Et AL, last modified December 21, 2016, http://
heritageetal.blogspot.com/2016/12/aucklands-1960s-american-style-shopping.html.

The Critical Success Factors are outlined as
such:24
•
Maximising connectivity and
movement
•
Creating an exceptional level of
amenity in open spaces and the public realm
•
Delivering a distinct, quality and
sustainable built form that captures the
distinct character and heritage of the place
•
Maximising the attractiveness and
activity of the town centre
•
Changing attitudes and perceptions
•
Marketing New Lynn as somewhere
to live, work, play and visit.

Figure 18: New Lynn Shopping Mall urban development strategy.(Image by Auckland Council),

Figure 19: Brickworks - Lynn Mall, (Image Author unknown)

24
”New Lynn Urban Plan 2010 part 2,” Auckland
Council, accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/plans-projects-policies-reports-bylaws/
our-plans-strategies/place-based-plans/docsnewlynnurbanplan/new-lynn-urban-plan-2010-part-2.pdf. 166

Figure 17: New Lynn Shopping Mall urban development
strategy. Image by Auckland Council.
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2.0 CONTEXT BACKGROUND
MANUREWA TOWN CENTRE

Figure 20: Map of Manurewa District Area 1959
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2.1 CURRENT BUILDINGS + AMENITIES :

Figure 21: Manurewa Libray: Newhook Complex Grounds

Function: Public Library, Justice of Peace Office, Kindergarten,
general office space.

Function: Family Doctors, Emergancy Clinic, Labtests and
Pharmacy.

Journey to Town Centre:

Journey to Town Centre:

Figure 22: Post Office:

Figure 25: Nathan Homestead Facility:

Function: Manurewa Business Association, Post Office, Cafe.
“The Space” Youth Facility

Function: Kindergarten, Afterschool Care, Multi-functional
Hall. Tennis Courts and Bushwalk.

Journey to Town Centre:

Journey to Town Centre:

Figure 23: SouthMall Shopping Centre:
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Figure 24: Manurewa Medical Centre :

Figure 26: Vodafone Event Centre :

Function: Retail Shops and Local Grocery store. Hosts
Community events and conventions.

Function: Performaning Arts events and Multi -purpose
Arena

Journey to Town Centre:

Journey to Town Centre:
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2.2 PARKS + RECREACTIONAL FACILITIES :

Figure 27: Totara Park :

Function: Bushwalk, Park and playground, Swimming Pools

Function: Manurewa AFC, Park and Playground

Journey to Town Centre:

Journey to Town Centre:

Figure 28: Auckland Botanical Gardens :

Figure 31: Mountfort Park :

Function: Multi-functional Hall, Wedding Venue, Nature Walk

Function: Cricket Club, Manurewa Rugby Club, Park and Playground,
Hosts Local Christmas in the Park Event

Journey to Town Centre:

Journey to Town Centre:

Figure 29: Manurewa Pool and Leisure Centre :
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Figure 30: War Memorial Park :

Figure 32: Manurewa Recreation Centre :

Function: Swimming pool, Gym and Cafe.

Function: Basketball Courts, Park and Playground, Tennis Club and
Rugby field.

Journey to Town Centre:

Journey to Town Centre:
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2.3 TRANSPORT OPTIONS :

Figure 33: Travel to work Patterns (Source unknown),

Figure 34: Map of transport options (source Manurewa Local Board 2017)

Figure 35: Map of wider context Manurewa.
(image by Author)
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2.4 KEY CHARACTERISTICS :

Figure 37: ANZAC CENOTAPH :

The First World War memorial cenotaph stands at the corner of great
south road and Hill road. The monument has 52 local names inscribed to
commemorate those who had died between 1914-18. Addition names have
been added to pay respects to those who had lost their lives in later battles.
This key feature of Manurewa is at the entrance of the oldest school in
Manurewa. (Manurewa Central Primary)

Figure 36: NOREFOLK TREE :

Located outside ‘Southmall’ on Great South Road, this tree planted by a Mr.
Dalton on his front lawn. The tree has stood tall in the town centre ever as
time has passed, solidying itself as one of Manurewas land marks.
Every year during Christmas season this tree is decorated with lights and
has become iconic for the local area. It is situated in the heart of the town
centre and is noticeable from two blocks away.
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Figure 38: SIR JOHN WALKER STATUE :

An Olympic Runner gold medallist was born and raised in Manurewa, this
statue was put up in 2018 in memory of his achievement. It stands to inspire
excellence and perseverance for people in the community. if the children
of the community can see that local heroes like Sir John Walker can achieve
in his field at the highest level it may help them to believe they can do the
same.
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2.5 THE FAMOUS FOOTPRINTS :

The Footpath in Manurewa Town Centre
contains 66 pavers that have the footprint
and signature of famous athletes who have
achieved highly in their sport. Athletes and
other hard workers including names like Sir
Peter Snell and Sir John Walker were given
the chance to place their mark in this town
to celebrate their high level achievements.
It was said that there were 85 originally so
there has been a search for the remaining

19 paver in the town. These footprints are
marked by athletes from all over the world
and are forever engraved in Manurewa Town
Centre.25 This idea started in 1953 because
it was shown the positive impact that sport/
athletics have on children – the footprints
hope to inspire the children on Manurewa
and feel proud of the place and persist in
whatever activity they choose.

This is an important part of Manurewa that can
go unnoticed. The design may take cues from how
Manurewas excellent people have left history and
pride in this path - creating opportunity for the
inspired youth to make their mark also.

25
Jim Watkins, On the Trail of Manurewa’s Famous
Footprints (New Zealand: Miscellaneous, 2018).

Figure 39:Photo series showing existing Footprints in
Manurewa Town Centre
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Figure 40: Site photo - from Great South Road and
Hill Road intersection, (Image by Author)
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Figure 41: Site Photo - Roundabout on Maiche Road
and Northcrest Road, (Image by Author)

Figure 42:Site Photo - North end of Northcrest parking
grounds (image by Author)

Figure 43:Site Photo - Northcrest parking grounds Site Photo - Station Road pedestrian corner. Sir John Walker statue
on display. (image by author)
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3.0 IDENTITY :
This chapter is important to understanding
how “Identity” can be applied as a spatial
need, in response to the events that have
negatively affected its reputation and
perception of Manurewa. The following
text will explore how ‘Identity’ can be
defined in architecture and how it has been
represented or applied in other architectural

designs. This process will inform how
‘Identity’ could be applied to the proposed
design within its context.

Figure 44:Site Photo – Pedestrian Square, (Image by
Author)
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3.1 IMPORTANCE OF IDENTITY TO THE COMMUNITY :

Identity reflects the thoughts, habits and
rituals of its community – if the architecture
can offer identity it encompasses a sense
of unity and belonging which will inspire
confidence in the people. Enhancing the
social identity of Manurewa Town Centre can
be achieved with architecture. Buildings can
represent progress for the community and
restore faith in society. Throughout history
there have been examples architecture that
have represented the cultural, religious and
political views of communities. Athens City
in ancient Greek civilization has one of the
longest recorded history in the world. The
ancient Greeks pioneered many avenues of
knowledge that are very important modern
society; such as biology, mathematics,
literature and physics. The civilization was
very artistic and expressive in music, dance,
poetry, theatre and architecture. The art
was influenced by the ‘Gods’ and often told
stories about war and romance, commonly
known and loved amongst the people. 26

“We all have a very deep and fundamental
need for a degree of stability, continuity and
predictability in our lives” ... “we depend for
our sanity on knowing the rules, as it were.” Language of space – Bryan Lawson27
The Greek culture influenced the Roman
Empire and continues to influence western
culture today. Stability and commonality
in ritual, habits and beliefs of the people
has a direct relationship with architecture.
Regardless of the building’s type or
architectural intentions, it must be capable
of adapting with the culture of the place if it
is to be sustained.
Architecture through monuments can
encompass identity – the iconic Sky Tower
in Auckland’s cityscape is a good example
of this. The building is the tallest man
made structure New Zealand and has
attracted over 400,000 visitors per year28.
The building does not reflect any one group
of people; it is a building that is seen and
inclusive to everyone. Bold structures
like this serve as a beacon, those who
recognise its significance to Auckland City
27
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26
“Culture of Greece,” Wikipedia (Wikimedia Foundation, September 6, 2019), https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Culture_of_Greece#Ancient_Greece

are familiar with its presence. Buildings
can serve as a powerful place making tool
especially at a monumental scale they may
serve as landmarks. Louis Khan described
monumentality as a “spiritual quality… which
conveys feelings of eternity”.29

Bryan Lawson, The Language of Space (London:

Routledge, 2001), 34
28
“3. Defining Monumentality: What Makes a
Monument?,” Omeka RSS, accessed October 1, 2019, https://
powerstations.omeka.net/exhibits/show/scott/monumental-theory.

Individuals and community exist within a
constant mutual dependency, ‘Identity’
plays a crucial role in the management of
the social system. People thrive in feeling
like they are a part of something greater
while cultural boundaries help to shape
and regulate the behaviours of groups
and individuals. 30Buildings are a true
representation of this social order, and as
civilizations evolve the architects of the time
will design to house this change.

Figure 45: Art expressing Ancient Greek
culture and civilization.

The Statue of Liberty has become iconic
piece of architecture in New York City and
yet it was brought to the country by the
French (year?). Its scale is what made it the
attraction it is today. Monumental buildings
are not always inspired or influenced by the
habits and rituals of the place, the Statue of
Liberty stood to be unique and contributes
29
“3. Defining Monumentality: What Makes a Monument? · Temples of Power: Designing Bankside and Battersea
Power Stations · Power Stations of London,” Power Stations
of London, accessed October 6, 2019, https://powerstations.
omeka.net/exhibits/show/scott/monumental-theory.
30
Zarina Patel, a young Kenyan (“Who am I?”, Daily
Nation, Nairobi, March 28, 2000

to the character of New York City.
Catering for the new community that now
resides in Manurewa, the overall importance
of the current culture and history is
questioned. The architectural state of the
area has a lack of local interactions, is there
a need to retain any of it in the proposed
design. Adolf Loos – Practising architect in
1893, wrote extensively about the rejection
of tradition and cultures that would
inspire the decorative nature of classical
architecture. He believed that architecture
should not be false in its representation and
its function. Loos has been criticized as a
‘Purist’, he advocated for the “understated
dress” of architectural elements and had
a passion for rich materials expressed
truthfully. 31His ideas informed many
new architectural designs from the early
modernist movement.

Figure 46:Auckland’s Sky Tower, (Image Author unknown )

31
Kenneth Frampton, Modern architecture: with
362 illustrations: a critical history (London: Thames and Hudson, 1992) 92

Figure 47:New York City’s Statue of Liberty (image author unknnown)
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3.1.1 SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE :

Location: Sydney Austrailia
Year: 1959
Architects/Designer: Jorn Utzon
Function: Theatre Hall, Gallery and Event Centre.

One building that is particularly celebrated
as ‘Modern’ architecture is the Sydney
Opera House in Australia. The building was
internationally recognized for its exaggerated
forms and innovative structure. The design
of the Opera House was won in competition
by Danish Architect Jorn Utzon; his scheme
had first been rejected because it was too
complex. Once realized, the building stands
as one of the best examples of Monumental
architecture in the world.
Utzon took design influence from a castle
in Kronberg, which was situated on the
waterfront and visible from all sides. The site
for the Opera House was in a prominent spot
on Sydneys Waterfront with few surrounding
buildings and ocean views. Utzon was
excited with the prospect of creating a large
sculptural building that may be recognized
by the whole city. 32
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32
“Sydney Opera House Utzon Design Principles,”
accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.sydneyoperahouse.
com/content/dam/pdfs/Utzon-Design-Principles.pdf. 63

This building has been very successful,
although the design is sculptural it has
solidified a place in Sydney’s cityscape.
The building serves its purpose as a public
amenity and has become symbolic for
Australia. This is a good example of how
monumental design can contribute to
establishing a place.
However, this is a building which was
designed to attract international attention
and thus the concept design had no direct
local considerations in mind. The proposed
design seeks to serve and enhance the local
businesses, cultural interactions and physical
connections of the town centre. Therefore,
contextualizing the design is essential to
applying ‘Identity’ as a spatial need. Though
an expressive form that may become a
symbol for the community is powerful, such
a result is secondary to the service of the
designed buildings.

Figure 48:: Opera House design sketch, (Sketch
by Author)

Figure 50:Artistic colour projections on the iconic building ( Sydney Opera House)

Each year an artist is commissioned to produce a
piece of art that captures the spirit of the iconic
landmark and it is projected on the building
itself. The results are vibrant and creates an
atmosphere on Sydney’s waterfront. 33

Figure 49:Sydney Opera House exterior view

33
accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/events/whats-on/vivid-live/2019/lighting-the-sails.
html.
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3.2 IMPORTANCE OF CULTURE :
Figure 53: New Zealand Rugby team the Moari Allbalcks perform the
Haka before their games.

“Culture is the characteristics and
knowledge of a particular group of people,
encompassing language, religion, cuisine,
social habits, music and arts.”34
Culture can be a means of categorizing
human behaviour, the way we behave is
dictated partly by the way a person is raised
and what beliefs or moral compasses they
have become accustom to. The people
that share similar knowledge and rituals
naturally form society built on these
similarities. Common cultural habits unify
people with something they can identify
themselves with. The modern world is very
well connected, which in means that cities
all around the world are becoming more
ethnically diverse. Although urban lifestyles
are fairly similar there is always something to
be learnt from the way others work, live and
play.
Public Architecture is designed for a
shared experience, where connections and
interactions are anticipated and expected. In
a diverse country like New Zealand, creating
spaces where groups of cultural difference
can find common ground in both work
and play will strengthen the identity of the
place. Paul Ricoeur discusses the concept of
50

34
“What Is Culture?” LiveScience (Purch), accessed
October 1, 2019, https://www.livescience.com/21478-what-isculture-definition-of-culture.html.

‘Universalization’ which he describes as both
the advancement of mankind and the subtle
destruction of traditional cultures.35 New
Zealand’s tradition and culture is changing,
as once the country’s political and social
issues were particularly concerned with
the colonial consequences of Europeans
settlement. The European population
overtook the indigenous Maori population
in the early 19th century bringing with them
western cultural traditions and conventions.
Maori civilization suffered during this
cultural shift, having to adapt to the English
language and British lifestyle. Today the
people of Maori decent make up only 14.9%
of the population of New Zealand, only a
quarter of the ethnic group can speak Te
Reo Moari Language. The median income for
Maori adults is $14,800 a year, the culture
and traditions have very little influence of
the life of immigrants in New Zealand.36
New Zealand is one of the only countries
to have made cultural agreements with
the colonized people. (with the Treaty of
Waitangi – an iconic part of New Zealand’s
political history) It is fair to conclude that the
Maori people, although benefiting from the

first world economy which has developed
under Western cultural governance, have
received the short end when it comes to
their wellbeing. Without a doubt the respect
for the Maori culture and the language is
reflected in an everyday kiwi life, public
architecture express bold Koru patterns
and the infamous Haka is preformed
internationally by the National Rugby team.

Figure 51: Art - Maori trading crayfish with Captain
James Cook. (Image Author unknown.)

35
Kenneth Frampton, Modern architecture: with
362 illustrations: a critical history (London: Thames and
Hudson, 1992) 315
36
“Census Snapshot: Māori,” Home, accessed October 1, 2019, http://archive.stats.govt.nz/browse_for_stats/people_and_communities/maori/census-snapshot-maori.aspx.

Figure 52: Painting of the signing of the Treaty of Whitangi

Today, ethnic diversity in schools, workplace
and general relationships is the social norm.
New Zealand is becoming a more culturally
diverse country every year. Auckland City is
becoming an international city with annual
celebrations of the Chinese New Year
Festival, Diwali Festival, Christmas in the
Park Celebrations and more. The traditions
and common culture of the city is no longer
a representation of only Maori or European
culture and rituals.37
Diversity has become a key asset to the
Zealand economy, Auckland especially has
benefited from having people from all over
the world that reside in one city. It allows the
people to be familiar and comfortable which
traditions and cuisines from other countries
– and facilitates business opportunities
37
Harrison C. “Auckland 2038: The Superdiverse
City,” Stuff, accessed October 1, 2019, https://www.stuff.
co.nz/auckland/109261570/auckland-2038-the-superdiverse-city?rm=m.

internationally as there is less of a language
barrier. 38 Throughout history integration has
impacted society in a positive way. With new
technology allowing us to connect with the
rest of the world with ease, exposure to new
ways of learning, celebrating, worshiping has
shaped the modern society. New Zealand is
recognized as a multicultural nation that has
built a reputation in respect of all religions
and ethnicities.
These events and statistics in New Zealand’s
history is aligned with this concept of
Universalization, Paul Ricoeur says “we have
a feeling that this single world civilization
at the attrition or wearing away at the
expense of the cultural resources which
have made the great civilizations of the
past”. Cultures both ancient and modern
have been influenced by the “crossfertilization with other cultures” and this
includes architectural influences.39Critical
Regionalism is an approach to architecture
which counters the international style,
regional design considers culture, climate
and context as parameters which ground
38
Kirk H. “Diversity and Inclusion Is Important for Our Social and Economic Future,” Stuff, accessed October 1, 2019, http://www.stuff.co.nz/business/
budget-2015/111619561/diversity-and-inclusion-is-important-for-our-social-and-economic-future.
39
Kenneth Frampton, Modern architecture: with
362 illustrations: a critical history (London: Thames and
Hudson, 1992) .314

the architecture. This is a commitment to establishing
a place rather than the design of any space.
Consciously bounded architecture that must be wary
of surrounding factors. While this approach is still
modern, as its features are normally opposed to the
replication of local vernacular, critical regionalism
includes contemporary adaptations of vernacular
elements. 40 Critical Regionalism can be relevant
to the redevelopment of Manurewa Town Centre,
considering contextual history and traditions to help
inform the design but may also utilize influences from
other cultures and inspirations to represent a ‘world
culture’.41

40
Kenneth Frampton, Modern architecture: with 362 illustrations: a critical history (London: Thames and Hudson, 1992) .327
41
Kenneth Frampton, Modern architecture: with 362 illustrations: a critical history (London: Thames and Hudson, 1992) .317
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3.3.1 LOCAL PRECEDENT - CRAVE CAFE :

3.3 COMMUNITY CHARACTERISTICS :

Figure 55: Crave Cafe - Indoor

Garin Dan Djibo says the key factor that
determines a community’s ability to manage
resources is its social cohesion and willingness to strive for common goals.42 The
following diagrams outline the 4 Key Factors
and how they contribute to a community’s
success.

•

Historical Factors:

•

Social Factors:

•

Economic Factors:

•

Cultural Factors:

Location: Morningside, Auckland City New Zealand
Year: 2016
Architects/Designer: Cheshire Architects
Function: Café/Eatery

HISTORICAL FACTORS

ECONOMICAL FACTORS

SOCIAL FACTORS

CULTURAL FACTORS

42
“Chapter 4: The Characteristics of the Community and Resource Management Incentives,” Chapter 4: The
characteristics of the community and resource management
incentives, accessed October 1, 2019, http://www.fao.org/3/
w7483e/w7483e06.htm.

Figure 54: Community Characteristics Diagram

Crave café was established in 2012 with a
humble 20 seat facility, their main incentive
was to make the small area of Morningside
a better place to live and has chosen to
tackle the problem of poverty within their
neighbourhood. This business model shown
great success and continues to be a pivotal
part of the growth in the area. In 2016 the
renovation of an old tyre warehouse - New
Crave opened, a thriving atmosphere from
its opening day which can be credited to
the small businesses ethical incentives to
improve their local community.43
Crave hosts street parties twice a year and
is directly involved in feeding those who
go without. Alongside the business, the
company runs a blog that shares intimate
stories about members of the Morningside
community.
43
“Come Visit Crave Cafe,” Crave Cafe, accessed
October 1, 2019, http://www.cravecafe.co.nz/our-heart.
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The café is spacious, with circulation
defined only by tables and homely
furniture. This idea of firstly establishing a
culture of goodwill and togetherness before
any architectural invention takes place is
something to be considered. This is a good
example of how understanding the key
characteristics and needs of the community
can create an impact and provide an
ultimate backing for the purpose of the
design.

Figure 56: Photo of Community in front of mural in Morningside . (image author unknown)
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3.4 DEFINING CULTURAL PLAY - THE UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE

Following the town centres decline in
economic activity, cultural heritage and
local identities paid the price. Manurewa is
now one of the most diverse communities
alongside other districts in Auckland. 32% of
the people who reside in Manurewa were
born overseas and just under half of them
have been in New Zealand for less than 10
years. 44This means that there are a number
of cultural groups that are new and adjusting
to the Kiwi lifestyle.
Although “diaspora” is defined as a form
forced migration (which is obviously not the
case for most immigrants as it is a choice to
move to New Zealand), the loss of identity is
something that can be felt when being away
from one’s homeland. Even if the move is
voluntary, it cannot be easy to merge into a
new setting – and a new way of life. 45Community activities
One of the most common ways to present
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44
Auckland Council, “Demographics Report Card,
Manurewa Local Board Area 2016,” Auckland Council,
accessed October 1, 2019, https://www.aucklandcouncil.
govt.nz/environment/state-of-auckland-research-reportcards/Pages/demographics-report-card-manurewa-localboard-area-2016.aspx. 21
45
“Diaspora,” Wikipedia, the Free Encyclopedia, last
modified November 5, 2001, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Diaspora.

cultural integration is through food. A shared
lunch or international days is a common
event schools, universities and youth institutions – it allows students to better
understand one another and where they
come from. People of different cultures and
religions in Manurewa have huge pride and
respect their place of belief. This is partly
because they find comfort in their beliefs
and commonalities in culture and lifestyle
of those around them. People will share
workplaces and schooling with those of all
cultures and religion, so it is understandable
that their social circle is drawn from those
of a similar culture. Increasing the chances
of engagement (through architecture) with
people from different cultures will establish
a new identity and pride in the community.

“Culture is the characteristics and knowledge
of a particular group of people, encompassing
language, religion, cuisine, social habits, music
and arts.”

“Architecture can direct us through spaces and rituals, often doing
this by drawing on collective cultural rituals and understandings.
When communities are more multi-cultural and secular, these paths
are not so clear. The imperative, then, is to create architecture that
embraces humanist values, such as safety, orientation, exploration
and discovery.” 1

1
“Culture and Architecture,” Warren & Mahoney, July 29, 2018, https://warrenandmahoney.com/articles/culture-and-architecture.

Figure 57: Collage of images displaying Cultural Play. (Modified by
Author)
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3.5 PRECEDENT - SUPERKILEN PARK :
Figure 59: Images of Superkilen Park - playful objects and colours. (mage by Topotek 1 + BIG Architects + Superflex)

Location: Copenhagen, Denmark
Year: 2016
Architects/Designer: BIG Architekts
Function: Civic Space, Park and Playground
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USE OF COLOUR

CREATIVE
CIRCULATION

ADAPTIVE SPACE

CULTURAL / HISTORICAL
CONNECTIONS

DYNAMIC STREET
FURNITURE

GREEN SPACES

CONNECTION TO
EXISTING AMENITIES

INCORPORATES LIGHTING
+ VISUAL CONNECTIONS

The urban walkway is built in Nørrebro;
the most culturally diverse suburb in
Copenhagen. Jan Gehl spent over 50 years
of his life studying urban space said that
40 years ago the people of Copenhagen
rejected the idea of socialising on the street,
now Superkilen Park is one of the most
successful examples of urban design.46 The
park thrives with social interaction and
community engagement. Implementing
dynamic colour and unorthodox street
furniture (such as a boxing ring) to attract
people from all walks of life. By creating a
space that holds multiple functions, it allows
the community to familiarize themselves
with diversity and acceptance in other
people. The park is spread over 800 metres
and split in to 3 colourful zones. The park
integrates bike paths and connections to
public transport routes, basketball courts

and green spaces47.

46
Slowstreets, “Lessons From Copenhagen:
Key Ingredients For A Successful Public Space,” SLOW
STREETS, August 27, 2015, https://slowstreets.wordpress.
com/2015/04/27/lessons-from-copenhagen-key-ingredients-for-a-successful-public-space/.

47
Daniel Sánchez, “Superkilen / Topotek 1 BIG
Architects Superflex,” ArchDaily (ArchDaily, October 25,
2012), https://www.archdaily.com/286223/superkilen-topotek-1-big-architects-superflex.

The ‘Red Zone’ is located in an existing
hockey turf area, which is used for local
market place and civic activities such as iceskating in winter.
The ‘Black Square’ is known as the urban
living room, centred with a Moroccan
fountain, Turkish seating and Japanese
cherry trees. The dynamic landscaping
and uneven ground plans enhance the
pedestrian experience.
The ‘Green Zone’ is filled with grass as it
was requested by the community. There are
picnic spaces with sheltered BBQ stations
and playful basketball courts.

to other cultures and religions. Each items
are given a small stainless steel plate
which disrobes the use of the item and the
country it originates from. This changes
the experience from any normal park, all
members of the community are able to learn
about other cultures and immigrants may
feel a sense of belonging in their new place
of residence.
The change of this space since completion
can be shown as a product of its success.
The space is evolving as the use and activity
of the space changes. More items of play
may be added and would only emphasize
the idea of inclusiveness and community
involvement.

The dispersed items of play each represent
their country of origin which showcases
a sense of understanding and welcoming
Figure 58: Superkilen Park - Flag diagram.(Image by Topotek 1 + BIG Architects + Superflex)

Figure 60: Superkilen Park Master Plan. (image by Topotek 1 + BIG Architects + Superflex)
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3.6 PRECEDENT - FOSHAN CITY BRIDGE :

Location: Foshan City, China
Year:
Architects/Designer:
Function:

USE OF COLOUR

CREATIVE
CIRCULATION

ADAPTIVE SPACE

CULTURAL / HISTORICAL
CONNECTIONS

DYNAMIC STREET
FURNITURE

GREEN SPACES

CONNECTION TO
EXISTING AMENITIES

INCORPORATES LIGHTING
+ VISUAL CONNECTIONS

The rapid development in China has prompted the necessity for new Highways connecting urban environments to rural villages. The
modern infrastructure would often undermine the local character and lifestyles of the
place.48The design breaks away from the
rapid contemporary style or Chinese development and incorporate forms that reflect
the traditional shape of buildings in the local
villages.
The rhythm and simple material use gives
emphasis to the variation of height. This
design is sensitive to the existing nature
of the space – the new design is able to
highlight and celebrate the vernacular forms
of the village huts.
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48
“Foshan New City Village Walkway Bridge /
ADARC Associates,” ArchDaily, last modified January 20,
2016, https://www.archdaily.com/780652/foshan-new-city-village-walkway-bridge-adarc-associates

Figure 62: Foshan City bridge - exterior shot (Image
by Yuansheng Studio),
Figure 63:Foshan City bridge designed to imitate the
vernacular forms of rural villages . (Image by Yuansheng
Studio)

Figure 61: Foshan City bridge - Inside (Image
by Yuansheng Studio),
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3.7 PRECEDENT - NEW YORK HIGHLINE :

3.8 PRECEDENT - PORTLAND GREENLOOP :

Figure 64: Westside industrial railway built
in 1930 - New York City . Image Author
unknown)

Location: New York City
Function: Public Walkway and park

The New York Highline project utilizes a Westside
industrial railway built for freight trains in 1930s that
was abandoned in the 1980s. The community had
a huge stake in the design and intent of the project,
discussions about the concept took place in 2003 and
finally executed in 2009. The design is inspired by the
wild shrubbery that grew freely on the barren structure. The contemporary landscaping intends to create
a seamless pathway, blending circulation areas with
vegetation. Street lights are placed within the elevated path and underneath to light the street below.
The design paid tribute to the history of the railway
circulation. During the construction process, the
position of all old railway tracks was recorded before
removal. Some of these items were placed back in the
same position integrated with the new paving design.
The Highline offers an alternative form of circulation
for locals and enhances the walkable connectivity to
other areas of the city. This design is a good response

USE OF COLOUR

CREATIVE
CIRCULATION

ADAPTIVE SPACE

CULTURAL / HISTORICAL
CONNECTIONS

DYNAMIC STREET
FURNITURE

GREEN SPACES

CONNECTION TO
EXISTING AMENITIES

INCORPORATES LIGHTING
+ VISUAL CONNECTIONS

to the changing needs of urban environments and
displays how the consideration of historical factors
can strengthen the intent and reasons for new development.

Portland City has a growing culture of
walking and cycling, to strengthen this
transportation option the community has
developed the concept of a dynamic route
within the city which prioritizes pedestrians.
The scheme is still in early stages but has
considered vehicle movement and proximity
to public transportations49.

USE OF COLOUR

CREATIVE
CIRCULATION

ADAPTIVE SPACE

CULTURAL / HISTORICAL
CONNECTIONS

DYNAMIC STREET
FURNITURE

GREEN SPACES

CONNECTION TO
EXISTING AMENITIES

INCORPORATES LIGHTING
+ VISUAL CONNECTIONS

These principals are aligned with Auckland
Transport Pathway Guidelines who aim to
make Auckland a well-connected city. This
concept for Portland City to create fluid
connection pedestrians from the outskirts of
the city can be applied at a smaller scale in
Manurewa Town Centre.

This Project aims to make Portland a ‘healthy
connected city’ by:

Figure 65: New York Highline active use. Image
Author unknown)
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Location: Portlamd City, United States of America
Function: Public Walk way and civic space

Figure 66: New York Highline - shrub like
landscaping. Image Author unknown)

•

Increasing accessibility

•

Increasing general street activity

•

Linking existing city attractions

•

Place Making

•

Supporting local businesses

49
PortlandOregon.gov | The City of Portland,
Oregon, accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/478158. p20

Figure 67: Portland Green Loop - diagram connecting existing features of the
city. ( Image author unknown)
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3.9 OUTCOMES :

The precedents studies have all shown
examples of modern public spaces, which
enhance pedestrian activity through
dynamic paths and greener spaces. The key
characteristics of the community can be used
to influence and inform these qualities.
Better connections:
1) to create a new public circulation that
connects to existing street fabric to a
more open space/ greener space. This
expansion of this circulation is aligned
with Auckland city councils aim to
make Auckland a more “walkable
city”. The people of Manurewa
have very little area to explore by
foot – with majority of open space
outside of retail stores occupied with
vacant parking grounds means the
opportunities to enjoy Manurewa
town centre is minimised. If a
walkable option was available for all
member of the community to enjoy
it would improve one’s experience
of the local town centre as well as
reducing the number of cars that
congest the area.

2) The second reason is to connect the people
of the area, diverse functions and events will
attract a diverse crowd, catering for people
of all cultures and religions. The extended
path is an opportunity to create a new area
of Manurewa that can grow and become
identified with the new members of this
community.
3) The rich history is really about place making.
There is a lot to be celebrated in the South
Auckland suburb. Many great people have
come from this place and are proud to
have been. It is important that the younger
generation of Manurewa a given the best
opportunity to excel in schooling and in sport
to have a positive impact on their future. True
comfort and pride in place will ensure that
Manurewa will remain active and lively, that it
will grow with the new generation of people
that chose to call this place home.

USE OF COLOUR

CREATIVE CIRCULATION

INCORPERATES LIGHTING + VISUAL CONNECTIONS

ADAPTIVE SPACE

GREEN SPACES

DIVERSE FUNCTIONS

DYNAMIC STREET FURNITURE

CULTURAL / HISTORICAL CONNECTIONS

Figure 68: Diagram of Outcomes, (By Author)
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4.0 SECURITY :
Security’ in the language of Space is defined as
the sense of security that architecture offers.
This is based on the idea that people are
comfortable in particular behavioural settings50.
Maslows Hierachy of Needs show that safety and
shelter is one of the essential aspects of human
survival along with the need to eat and sleep.51
Behavioural setting is part of human convention
as we set rules about what we allow socially to
happen within a space. For example, speaking
loudly in a library will draw attention by others as
it is outside of the social norm. Sitting in a cinema
without a movie playing or at a stadium when
there is no game on would seem like unusual
behaviour, as architecture is purpose built for our
categorized behaviour in a particular space.
Figure 69: Site Photo - Northcrest shops from Great
South Road. ( Image by author)

50
Bryan Lawson, The Language of Space (London: Routledge, 2001), 27
51
“Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs,” Wikipedia, the
Free Encyclopedia, last modified December 30, 2002, https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maslow%27s_hierarchy_of_needs

This chapter will address the current state of
Manurewa and the circumstances of the children
that grow up there. As the community grows
they will be accustomed to a behavioural setting
of Manurewa, which can be determined by how
the people perceive, use and develop the town
centre. Design that considers safety integrated
with the experience will make people feel
comfortable. Applying identity as a spatial need
will ensure that architecture can represent and
accommodate for the needs of the people but
without applying ‘security’ to the public realm
it will be untrustworthy. Ensuring the safety and
comfort of people of all ages, ethnicities and
groups is key to revitalizing this space.

4.1 DANGEROUS REPUTATION IN MANUREWA :

The way Manurewa is depicted in the media
is negative. In the 1970s the term “South
Auckland” developed negative connotation
relating to crime and poverty.52 It is hard to
ignore stereotypes such as this when there
are clear signs of development made in
other areas of Auckland (e.g. New Lynn Area)
– where Aucklanders choose to live, and
work can be affected by medias portrayal
of place. This is not something that can be
changed immediately, but as culture and
identity is always changing the perception of
the place can also. Although the retail and
general activity within the town is fairly low,
Manurewa has the transport infrastructure
for a greater capacity. Auckland city is better
connected than it has ever been before
so there is opportunity for Manurewa to
become a destination for recreational use by
more than just the locals.
South Auckland has its reputation of
deprivation and crime for a reason, the
region is one of the poorest in Auckland
with plenty of state housing and the largest
industrial zone in the city. The area is known
for “Affordable Housing” which makes
Manurewa popular for people of lower
incomes such as immigrants and refugee
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52
Bruce Ringer, “Give South Auckland a little
respect,” New Zealand Herald, November 28, 2008

families.53 Wiri Correctional facilities for
male, female and juvenile offenders is
located within Manurewa, a report was
released about the social impacts that these
institutions would have on the area. Its
states that it is common for the family of
prisoners to move closer to the facility so
visitation can be more convenient. However,
there is a high percentage of prisoners that
are gang affiliated and thus has brought an
increase of gang presence to the district.
With more crime, vandalism and anti-social
behaviour the positive views of Manurewa
have been undermined. In 2018 it was
announced that more police will be assigned
across the country and 200 being deployed
to South Auckland alone.
This has a direct effect of the children of
these families – cases of poverty, stress and
violence have an adverse effect on a child
mental health and wellbeing. Some prisoners
who chose to stay within Manurewa to fulfil
parole obligations leave their sentence with
inadequate housing options and no means
to pay rent.54
53
“New Zealand’s Real Estate Resource Where Buyers and Sellers Go for Info,” accessed October 6, 2019, http://
www.hometopia.co.nz/Portals/0/PropertyAgent/470/Files/51/
Manurewa.pdf.
54
Ara Poutama Aotearoa | Department of Corrections, accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.corrections.govt.
nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/679024/Initial_SIMP_for_ARWCF_and_MCF_Baseline_August_2012.pdf. 18

The only emergency shelter that is offered
is located in Auckland CBD which is quite
a distance to travel. The Wiri Correctional
facility will add an emergency shelter locally
as part of their development – this will
hopefully alleviate the issue of homelessness
in the town centre. 55
Youth Gangs have been a problem in
New Zealand for a long time. But in the
past couple of years they have hit the
headlines many times. In 2006 in response
to an increase in gang activity in the South
Auckland area the government decided to
pump money into solving this issue and find
out exactly what was behind the violence
so that serious action could be taken to
help young people and families caught up in
gangs. The Ministry of Social Development
along with other agencies then developed
a Plan of Action for Counties Manukau and
Otahuhu with 26 action points ranging from
the establishment of youth action teams to
cops in schools.56
55
Ara Poutama Aotearoa | Department of
Corrections, accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.
corrections.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/679024/
Initial_SIMP_for_ARWCF_and_MCF_Baseline_August_2012.
pdf. 2
56
“Support, Service Delivery, Social Policy and
Research,” Ministry of Social Development, accessed October
6, 2019, https://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/
work-programmes/initiatives/youth-gangs/.

This reputation does affect the local
economy and general use of the town
centres facilities. Manurewa Local Board
Report shows that the community has asked
for Manurewa Town Centre to be made
safer. 57Action has been taken to change
the perception of the Town Centre, it is
important that people can be physically
comfortable in this space. More can be
done to help those in a vulnerable place
in life (such as the prisoners). A culture of
support and positivity may be uplifting for
the community, if apparent efforts are made
to help struggling families through their
hardship it may generate incentive for those
who were helped to help others.
“There’s a massive heart here in the south
and that needs to be celebrated and supported so if organisations could be given
some kind of government funding to do the
things we know we can do well and support
particularly our young people then that is a
step in the right direction.”58
57
Auckland Council, accessed October 6, 2019,
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-localboards/Documents/manurewa-local-board-plan-2017.pdf. 4
58 . “South Auckland Leaders Ask for Govt Help to Deal
with Violent Crime,” Stuff, accessed October 7, 2019,
https://www.stuff.co.nz/auckland/local-news/manukaucourier/115302056/south-auckland-leaders-ask-for-govthelp-to-deal-with-violent--crime.
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4.2 CHILDREN IN LOW SOCIO-ECONOMIC AREAS :

“Too many of our children face adversity in
their first 1000 days. A key focus will be our
tamariki and rangatahi (children and young
people), keeping them safe and helping them
to develop skills for success and prosperity.”59
The circumstances of our youth have a huge
influence on the way they behave. Many
children from low socio-economic areas
come from abusive and neglected homes.
Drug and alcohol also play a role in some
of these homes which intern have poor
long-term outcomes for these children.
There are increased rates of suicide,
criminal conviction, unmet health needs
and education support.60 New Zealand is
a very wealthy country given its size and
population, for children to go without basic
needs and care is unacceptable.

at higher risk of having mental health
problems. In New Zealand 23% of the child
population is considered poor, children are
twice as likely to experience poverty than
those over 65 years old. This makes children
one of the most vulnerable members of
society61. Counties Manukau District has
more than 200 schools with over 102,000
students. About 41 percent of these
students attend decile 1 and 2 schools62
The children in South Auckland live in poorer
circumstances than children of other areas.
(Refer to Appendix .A for more statistics)

Poverty experienced during childhood
can have an impact on the mental health
of a young person. Young people who
struggle with issues such as poor nutrition,
inadequate or dysfunctional homes are
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59
Auckland Council, accessed October 6, 2019,
https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/about-auckland-council/how-auckland-council-works/local-boards/all-localboards/Documents/manurewa-local-board-plan-2017.pdf.31
60
“Upfront: Meeting the Needs of Children and
Young People in New Zealand Who Have Been Abused and
Neglected,” Meeting the needs of children and young people
in New Zealand - BPJ Issue 37, accessed October 1, 2019,
http://www.bpac.org.nz/BPJ/2011/august/upfront.aspx.

Figure 70:Manurewa transport area - high shot .
(image author unknown)
61
62
“Counties Manukau Police District,” New Zealand
Police, accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.police.govt.nz/
about-us/structure/police-districts/counties-manukau
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4.4 PUBLIC SPACE PRECEDENTS :

4.3 REFLECTION :

4.4.1 TAKUTAI SQUARE - BRITOMART

Restoring pride and faith in the community
can be achieved through urban design,
creating a comfortable behavioural setting
within the town centre and encouraging
a positive culture that can support the
vulnerable members of the community.
Although there are many groups who are
able to recognize the issues happening in
the town centre, their assistance can only be
utilised when they are aware of the problem. Vulnerable members of the community,
especially children, do not have a safe place
to go when they’re seeking for help, comfort
and security. The people have requested
that this space be made safer, lighting acres
of vacant carpark land does not further
protect the area. Lighting alone will not solve
the perception of danger. Members of the
community feel nervous when leaving their
vehicles or exiting the train station in the
evenings.
Improving the physical nature of Manurewa
Town Centre will no doubt increase the public use of the space. These improvements
must be coupled with facilities that are interested in helping those within the community, helping to create job opportunity and
70

after school care. With this type of facility
being at the centre of the town, people will
develop a trust in society which will result in
more community involvement.
One approach to altering the town centres
current need for security is to create better
visual connections to the public space. The
project aims to encourage interactions; with
a greater sense of comfort it may ensure
friendly engagement.

SAFETY
+ SECURITY

TRUST IN
COMMUNITY

CONTRIBUTION
+ PARTICIPATION

FEAR +
UNCERTAINTY

LACK OF
TRUST

SOCIAL
ISOLATION

Figure 71:Pride and Growth Diagram. (image by author )

PRIDE +
GROWTH

NEGLECT
+ DECAY

Takutai Square in Auckland’s CBD is a good
example of urban open spaces that have
revitalized barren land within the city fabric.
Takutai Square is a multipurpose space
which includes restaurants and retail amenities, Britomart Train and Bus stations and
integrated into a traffic slow zone between
two parallel high traffic streets. The buildings
surrounding the square were designed and
built before the underground train station
was implemented, as a result the square faces the back end of these buildings. Although
the facades do not address this public space
it has not undermined the atmosphere. With
integration of transport connections, taxi
stands, bars and outdoor movie activities.
Takutai Square is attractive, lively and offers
a place of rest for pedestrians walking about
the city.

cushions to cater for the lunch time rush in
Auckland City. This public space has capacity
for larger outdoor events when needed (e.g.
the New Year’s Britomart Block Party) but
serves its daily purpose a pleasant commute
space for those traveling to work.63
Silo Park (image informant) – Silo Park is another local example of open outdoor spaces,
creating a dynamic and lively park whilst
maintaining the historic character of wharf.

The design uses linear axis which enhances
visual connections and a simply circulation
pattern. Small areas of landscaping and
water features help to differentiate areas of
high foot traffic and places to relax. Furnished with beanbags and oversized
63
“Takutai Square - Britomart,” Heart of the City,
last modified June 26, 2019, https://www.heartofthecity.
co.nz/attractions/takutai-square-britomart.

Figure 72: Takutai Square - visual connections. (Author unknown)
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4.4.2 LOCAL INFORMANT - SILO PARK

4.4.3 LOCAL PRECEDENTS - NEWMARKET STATION SQUARE :

Bad example result of Lack of Security 64
Newmarket Station Square offers an open
space and seating for local residents and
those using the train and wanting to go to the
shopping district in the area. The lack of connection with the street has undermined this
public space. Although Newmarket is high
foot traffic zone which is popular for its boutique style shopping, the businesses with the
square receive little to no activity .65

Figure 73: Silo Park in Auckland City - Used for lively public
events and daily leisure. (image author unknown)
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64
The Aucklander, “Plans for Newmarket Square,”
NZ Herald (NZ Herald, January 22, 2018), https://www.nzherald.co.nz/aucklander/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503378&objectid=11056221.
65
“Station Square Archives - Rob Thomas,” Station
Square Archives - Rob Thomas : Rob Thomas, accessed
October 1, 2019, http://www.robthomas.co.nz/tag/station-square/.

Figure 74:Newmarket Station Square - Plan Diagram. (image by
Author)
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5.0 STIMULATION AND PLAY:
Stimulation is a key component in activating
the town centre both for the community
and younger members of society. Play or
entertainment is often housed in architecture,
as people associate activity with a particular
type of space. Generating stimulated
environments will help to stengthen the
chararter of Manurewa Town Centre and
introducing Play may assist in attracting a
wider demographic of people to this space.

Figure 75:Site Photo - empty car park space
behind Manurewa RSA Building .

5.1 A CHILD’S RIGHT TO PLAY :

Children have the same rights as
adults, however the rights of a child are
more aligned to the protection of that
child. Although there have been many
improvements to the rights for children–
the human rights reports show that children
are still (understandably) one of the most
vulnerable groups in our society. The report
highlights that two major aspects – one
being that New Zealand needs to improve on
providing enough healthcare and education
for children that face disabilities and for
children in low income areas.66

5.2 IMPORTANCE OF PLAY IN CHILD DEVELOPMENT:

Children’s rights fall into 3 categories:
Provision Rights is basically the right to
adequate standard of living in New Zealand
– rights to free healthcare, education and
legal/social services.

Children involved in active play
such as jumping, skipping, climbing,
hopping. These activities are done
as the child tests the limits of their
body and develops coordination
skills.

Play is often seen as a frivolous task or
something that simply brings laughter and
joy to people’s lives, but in fact play is an
essential part of natural development of
humans. 67
The task of playing is “intrinsically
spontaneous” to a child.68 It is a continuous
arena of learning for a young human being.
The common debate of “Nurture vs Nature”
is a theory that can only be seen in the
development of a young human. Children
pick up social cues and behaviours from
those around them, learning to cope and
respond to situations in the same way that
adults would

Protection Rights include protection from
abuse of neglect, bullying and discrimination
and safety within the justice system.
Participation Rights include the right to free
expression and participation in public life.

Children are the most vulnearable member
of the community, if they are able to feel
comfortable in a public space from a young
age, as they grow older that sense of
comfort may be associated with that space.

Play should not be treated simply as an
activity that is only done in the classroom or
the playground – it is a personal exploration
of the world and how a child will respond to
it.

5.2.1 PSYCHOLOGICAL EVIDENCE
Experiments conducted with mice at an
adolescent age showed that play is an
essential part of their survival. Two group
of mice were exposed to a cat scent, one
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Ministry of Justice | New Zealand Ministry of Justice, accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.justice.govt.nz/
assets/Documents/Publications/MFAT-report-Human-RightsReview-2010.pdf.

Figure 76: Sketch of child playing (Physical Play)
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Taking Play Seriously - Home, accessed October
6, 2019, http://www.importanceofplay.eu/IMG/pdf/dr_
david_whitebread_-_the_importance_of_play.pdf. 14

of the groups had not been exposed to
playful activities – in both groups the mice
would run away and hide in fear which a
natural survival tactic. The mice that were
exposed to play (with other mice and playful
activities) would eventually come out of
hiding, showing willingness to take risks.
However, the mice that were not exposed
to play would stay in hiding and eventually
die.69 The experiment concluded that act
of play or lack of,(even for mice) has a
physiological effect on our ability to survive.
As children play and test the boundaries,
they become more or less confident in
taking risks and facing fears.
When a child is born their brains develop
at a faster rate from the age 0 to 3 than
it does in their entire life. This is a stage
where a child will really begin to develop
and improve their cognitive abilities.70Play
is a child’s initial way to explore the world
around them. Playing can help establish
confidence and social skills that may be
essential in adulthood.
69
Stuart Brown, “Play is More Than Just Fun,” TED:
Ideas Worth Spreading, accessed October 6, 2019, https://
www.ted.com/talks/stuart_brown_says_play_is_more_than_
fun_it_s_vital?language=en.
70
Toy Industry Association, Inc, “Improve Cognitive
Abilities,” The Genius of Play, accessed October 1, 2019,
https://www.thegeniusofplay.org/genius/benefits-of-play/
improve-cognitive-abilities.aspx#.XSlF_OgzbD4.

“The theory is that, by playing, animals
might effectively be conducting informal
experiments, manipulating objects and
trying out behaviours. They then observe
the consequences to build an understanding
of cause-and-effect relationships. This could
eventually develop into an understanding
of how to successfully achieve important
life tasks such as using tools or managing
relationships.” 71

71
“What Can Animal Play Teach Us About Children’s Education?,” Newsweek, last modified June 17, 2017,
https://www.newsweek.com/why-do-animals-play-626671.
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5.2.2 SOCIAL FACTORS OF PLAY :

Gaskins, Haight and Lancy identified three
general cultural perceptions of play which
have been adopted based on cultural
context. These perceptions or views have
a significant on the behaviours of a child’s
playful activities.72
“Culturally curtailed play” – this is defined
as a society where play is tolerated but of
little use or valued. This is often seen in third
world countries where children are obligated
to work at a young age to help their families.
“Culturally accepted play” – this is defined
as a society where play is expected of
children to either keep them busy or out of
the way. The adults will not participate in
play and often leave children to structure
their own activities or stimulation. In this
environment children often play together in
spaces that are not often designed for their
amusement (streets/car parks/rooftops/
bushes). The children play with naturally
available objects as they are not exposed
to a culture where play is manufactured or
encouraged. (E.g. Toys) Self-directed play
gives children the opportunity to improve
their decision-making skills as well the
freedom to express themselves outside
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Taking Play Seriously - Home, accessed October
6, 2019, http://www.importanceofplay.eu/IMG/pdf/dr_david_whitebread_-_the_importance_of_play.pdf. 11

5.3 PLAY ENVIRONMENTS :

of an authoritative environment.73 It is
understandable as to why play may seem
unnecessary in some societies. Where work/
income is imperative to feeding one’s family
or funding medical bills and mortgages, play
can be classified as a frivolous or helpless
task. A task that makes no money and has no
impact on directly up-skilling or improving
one’s position.

Increasing urbanization and safety
precautions around children playing in the
natural environment may affect the way
play happens. 74Although New Zealand is
categorized as a country that cultivates
play environments for children in both
school spaces and public spaces, playful
environments are not incorporated into the
experience of small towns like Manurewa.
25% of Manurewas population is under the
age of 18. Young people of New Zealand
don’t have the same opportunities to play as
easily as the previous generations did, where
the street used to be the cricket pitch, rugby
field and handball court. In rural lifestyles
that New Zealanders were previously
accustomed to, play was more imaginative,
with less of a constructed play environment
- kids would have to make their own fun.
Frolicking in nature, hunting animals, sewing
knitting and building their own toys. The
street is now considered a high-risk area for
child activity.

“Culturally cultivated play” – this is defined
as a society where play is encouraged and
supported for a child’s wellbeing and growth.

73
“Improve Cognitive Abilities,” The Genius of Play,
accessed October 6, 2019, https://www.thegeniusofplay.org/
genius/benefits-of-play/improve-cognitive-abilities.aspx#.
XSlF_OgzbD4

Figure 77:Sketch of child playing dress up
(Dramatic Play). By Author

74
Faculty of Education. Accessed October 6, 2019.
https://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/images/pedal/play-culture-article.pdf. 79

Early examples of cultivated play
environments found a need in the
oppressive housing flats that were built
in Denmark, these tall apartment blocks
were a common solution for gentrification
– the land between these towers was to be
landscaped. Architects saw an opportunity
to give children the same chance of creative
play as those living in the countryside as
dense city living had less space to explore.
In 1943 architect Dan Fink and landscape
architect Carl Theodor Sørensen established
Emdrup Junk Playground which was the first
‘material playground’ consisting of old cars
and bits of timber and boxes.75 The concept
was simple yet proved to be very successful
as children were able to create their own
fun and found means of socializing. These
spaces thrived and the children were
able to explore and play freely with little
supervision.76
Figure 78:Flat housing, North Glasgow, (Image Author unknown),

75
“Emdrup Junk Playground.” Wikipedia, the Free
Encyclopedia. Last modified July 9, 2017. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emdrup_Junk_Playground.
76
Lady A. Hurtwood, Planning for Play (United
States of America: Cambridge MIT Press, 1968).11
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“It is too often forgotten, in our brash,
practical modern world, that twilight,
shadow and beauty are as important to a
growing child as food and air” – Lady Allen
of Hurtwood 77
Junk playgrounds were later set up in
London by Lady Allen who saw promise
in the model. She saw an issue with
the modern city environment that had
been constructed to facilitate a denser
population but were not planned for the
enchantment, love and understanding of
children. The Lenox-Camden Playground
was an experimental project which was
built in a declining neighbourhood in Boston
Massachusetts (1966). The study lasted for 7
months with an extremely cheap budget, the
design was conditioned by the use of local
scrap metal, voluntary labour and available
donations.78
Aims of the Experiment:
•

80

To provide an environment which
would address all types of play.
Creative and imaginative play,
which would facilitate physical play
and encourage motor skills and
coordination. Children should be
met with sensory stimulation and
finally the social aspects in play
spaces that have benefited children.

77
Lady A. Hurtwood, Planning for Play (United
States of America: Cambridge MIT Press, 1968). 11
78
Lady A. Hurtwood, Planning for Play (United
States of America: Cambridge MIT Press, 1968).74

Figure 79:The Lenox-Camden Playground Plan. Image by

•

To provide a bold locus for general
community activities. This was
for the purpose of finding out
what else could contribute to play
environments. Activity was the
initial attraction to the playground,
providing carnivals and movie nights
that enhanced the physical play
infrastructure.

Design of modern playgrounds or play
spaces can be limiting, giving children
boundaries to which, they are able to
explore and express themselves. Of course,
boundaries are set as a safety precaution
so that a child remains within sight and
surveillance of an adult. A play space is
where children can establish physical
confidence and socialize with others.

The design proved to be very successful
-

Informative play, let children make
decisions, practice social

-

Allow to use children’s imagination

-

Self-reliance

-

Proximity to house

The modern inner city lifestyle has changed
dramatically in Auckland city, people live a
more stressful and scheduled lives. Cost of
living is high in Auckland city thus there is
common culture of dual incomes in family
homes. Children receive a high standard of
childcare in preschool and early childhood
facilities.

But not all schools offer after school
recreational programmes for kids aged 1016. If parents are experiencing a stressful
lifestyle, children may also experience
busy lifestyles. Providing a space for them
to social and play within the public realm
will strengthen the youth community and
provide stimulating and secure spaces after
school hours.

A youth Development program started in
New Plymouth called START Taranaki ,the
program helps young men who come from
rural areas growing up in extremely poor
circumstances.79 Farm industries that once
occupied these small towns have shut
down leaving towns barren. This has had a
negative effect on the youth that still reside
here –
Figure 80: The Lenox-Camden Plaground before and after
images of experiment. (1966). Image by

79
“Teen Offenders in the Wilderness: Lost Boys of
New Zealand.” YouTube. Last modified May 1, 2018. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RLJLmjuSzXU.

with no entertainment or economic activity
and very few job opportunities. Adolescents
turned to burglaries and drug use to keep
themselves entertained. The troubled
children affected are often convicted and
end up in juvenile facilities or supportive
programs such as ‘START’. This is just one
example of how lack of stimulation can have
a negative impact on the development of a
child.
Bryan Lawson talks about the balance of
a stimulated activity within a space. The
lack of stimulation can lead to boredom,
mischievous behaviour and a feeling of
loneliness80. Although the response is to
provide entertainment and interventions
(like the junk playgrounds), the design
must provide activities which are balanced
in programme and exploration. Too many
playful items and activities can overpower a
space and undermine the feeling of comfort.
Children should be challenged but should
not experience that which is unbearable.
However, being too safe can also be
“dull” for a child. “Life demands courage,
endurance and strength” and there for some
degree of risk taking is encouraged within
play spaces.81
80
Lady A. Hurtwood, Planning for Play (United
States of America: Cambridge MIT Press, 1968). 14
81
Lady A. Hurtwood, Planning for Play (United
States of America: Cambridge MIT Press, 1968). 16

DULL AND INACTIVE
SPACE

OVER STIMULATED
SPACE

Figure 81:Stimulation diagram, (Image by Author)
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5.4 INFLUENCE IMAGES:

5.5 REFLECTION:

When integrating these play spaces into the community it
gives the children a sense of ownership in the area. Creating
an enjoyable environment for the younger members of the
community will strengthen their connection with the public
space and help establish a sense of pride and belonging.

-

Jan Gehl – Necessary, Optional and Social Activities

Superkilen Park (explained in 3.5) is a very good example of
how public environments can implement play, bringing people
of all ages together as a community.

Figure 82: : Teruel-zilla (Image Author unknown)
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Figure 83:: Teruel-zilla 1 (Image Author
unknown)
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6.0 DESIGN PROCESS :
6.1.0 BRIEF
‘Identity’ and Commitment to Place:
The design signifies a new community. One
that is well connected and caters to modern
habits and urban lifestyle. Enhancing and
maintaining the successful operation of
the Manurewa Sunday Market and annual
public events such as the Christmas Parade
and ANZAC Dawn March. The context of
Manurewa has been heavily considered –
focused on strengthening the town cultural
identity, local economy and genral activity.

Figure 84:Map of Manurewa - Identifying vehicle parking
spaces. (Image by Google maps, edited by Author)

‘Security’ and Behavioural Setting:
Understanding the culture of the place can
ensure that successful social interactions
that do exist in the town centre will continue
and evolve. People feel a sense of comfort
and security with familiar, lively spacesthe design will ensure that space is fitting

to Manurewas ‘behavioural setting’ so
members of the community feel safe and
supported. People of all ethnicities and
religions should feel a sense of belonging,
pride and belief in their local town centre.
‘Stimulation’ and Play:
Positive activity in within the community
is very important to the design, playful
activities that are able to stimulate the
experience of the town centre is catered for
the youth community. The design stimulates
the community through activities and
objects of Play – encouraging physical and
social interactions.
Based on these outcomes the design
responds with 3 architectural interventions
that support the Manurewa community
and use play to generate an attractive,
cosmopolitan town centre:

6.1.1 BUILDING PROGRAMMES :

Figure 85: Building Symbols. Image by Author
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PUBLIC BUILDING :

PATHWAY :

YOUTH CENTRE :

General:
- Female toilet facilities
- Male toilet facilities
- Disabled toilet facilities
- Reception desk
- Staff Archive + Office
- Staff Kitchenette
- Service/Maintenance room
- Fire Stairs
- 4x Elevators
- Lobby Area
Community Support:
- 4x Office spaces
- 4x meeting rooms
- Board room
- Workshop room (computers)
- 5x Commercial kitchens(for outdoor market)
- Public Cafeteria
Performance Facility:
- Auditorium Lobby
- Auditorium Hall
- Stage
- Back of house
- Lighting/ Media room
- Dance Studios
- Changing Rooms
- Toilets
- Staff and Disabled Parking

General:
- Female toilet facilities
- Male toilet facilities
- Disabled toilet facilities

General:
- Female toilet facilities
- Male toilet facilities
- Disabled toilet facilities
- Reception desk
- Staff Archive + Office
- Staff Kitchenette
- Service/Maintenance room
- Fire Stairs
- 2x Elevators
- Lobby Area (Atrium)
- Locker rooms
Youth Support:
- Flexible indoor hall
- Flexible study space
- Gaming lounge
- Medical room
- Flexible outdoor space
- Music studio
- Bike Shed
- Communal kitchen
- Art + Crafts
- Community Garden
- Balcony
- Changing rooms
- Equipment storage
- Staff and Disabled Parking

Street Furniture:
- Seating
- Lighting
- Pedestrian Crossing
- Cycle lane
- Bike racks
- E-Scooter Charging stations
- Potential identity spaces
- Safety Beacons
- Sheltered Pavilion
- Disability ramps
- Green Space
Play Spaces:
- Incorporated in landscaping, paving
screening/fencing and cladding design.
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EXTERIOR NETWORK :

6.2 EXTERIOR NETWORK

The design focuses on Manurewa Town
Centre and seeks to enhance the connections
to the existing amenities in the Manurewa
district area. These considerations help
establish this area as the place where urban
activity, utility and play can happen.

Figure 87: Manurewa Town Centre Context Map. Image
by Author
Figure 86:Manurewa Context map, (Image by Google maps,
edited by Author),
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6.3 SITE STRATEGIES

Figure 88: Strategy diagram 1

This diagram displays the two major public circulation routes
being the Southern train line and Great South Road. The town
centre is wedged between these two main lines and heavily
surrounded by residential suburban areas. The design has
an opportunity to connect residential zones on both sides
through a new circulation.
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Figure 89: Strategy diagram 2

Currently the foot paths in Manurewa follows the axis of the
street. The design has opportunity to break away from current
circulation, weaving between buildings that may help establish
a pedestrian prioritized zone.

Figure 90: Strategy diagram 3

Russell Reserve is the closest park and green space to the town
centre. The design has the opportunity to connect elements
of nature into the urban realm. A circulation that connects the
town centre to park and leisure spaces gives added amenity
to the central area of Manurewa. Stimulating the pedestrian
experience.

Figure 91: Strategy diagrams 4

Identifying Manurewa Recreational centre, Newhook Grounds
and Southmall Shopping Centre as hotspots for pedestrian
activity. The New Design on uses the current Northcrest
parking grounds (the current space for the sunday market)
as a space for shared public experience. The design acts as a
catalyst to enhance existing businesses and attract diverse and
positive activity in the town centre.
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6.3.1 SITE MAPS
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Figure 92: Existing Site Map 1
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Figure 93: Existing Site Map 2
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6.4 BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS :

Figure 94: Building Relationships Concept 1 Plan. Image by Author

Figure 96:Building Realtionships Concept 2 Plan. Image by Author

CONCEPT 2:
CONCEPT 1:
The initial idea was to have the public building and
the youth centre enclosed in one building, thus the
connection between the youth and the community
would be very strong - creating a focal point for all
those benefiting from the building .

RUSSELL
RESERVE

REC.
CENTRE

YOUTH
CENTRE

PUBLIC
BUILDING

MARKET
SQUARE

TOWN CENTRE
+ RETAIL

TRANSPORT
HUB

Exploring how to strengthen the connection to
Manurewa Recreational Centre, the pathway was
introduced to the design. The distance that it would
take to connect the town centre to this park lands
is very wide spread. Splitting the functions of the
youth and the community along the path means that
pedestrians would have to travel shorter distances to
encounter some sort of activity and stimulation.

RUSSELL
RESERVE

REC.
CENTRE

YOUTH
CENTRE

PUBLIC
BUILDING

MARKET
SQUARE

TOWN CENTRE
+ RETAIL

TRANSPORT
HUB

Figure 97:Buidling relationship diagram 2. Image by Author
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Figure 95: Buidling relationship diagram 1. Image by Author
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Figure 100: Bulk and Location 3D labelled. Image
by Author

6.4.1 BULK + LOCATION :

The building relationships determined that splitting the
function of the Youth Centre and the Public Building
into two separate masses justifies the length of the
journey. Adding diverse activity throughout the journey
of the town centre; would continue the idea of identity
and play for the community.

YOUTH CENTRE

MANUREWA
PUBLIC BUILDING

MANUREWA
RECREATION
CENTRE

MANUREWA RETAIL
STRIP BEGINS

Figure 99: Concept Sketch - Manurewa Town Centre
bulk and location zones. Image by Author

RUSSELL RESERVE
PARK

COMMUNITY
GARDEN

PUBLIC PATHWAY +
CYCLEWAY

MANUREWA
MARKET SQUARE

MANUREWA
TRANSPORT HUB

Figure 98: Existing Site Plan - Journey of pedestrian path shown.
Image by Author
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6.5 GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS :

SCALE :

MATERIALITY

Figure 102:

Figure 103: Ensuring that the pedestrian experience
is well lit and well protected. Image
Figure 104: Material
Figure 101:
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ATMOSPHERE - USE OF COLOUR :

Figure 107: Aotea Square Boulevard

diagram. By Author
Figure 105: Aotea Square photo 1 ( source unknown)
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Figure 108: Proposed - Manurewa

Square Boulevard diagram. By Author

Figure 106: Aotea Square phot 2 ( source unknown)

101

6.6 SAFETY + VISUAL CONNECTIONS :

Figure 109: Site photo - E) Narrow Alleyway

Figure 110:Site Photo - F) Wide Alleyway

Figure 112: Improving pedestrian connection analytical diagrams

The chosen site is at the back end of the Northcrest Shops;
this makes it difficult to integrate with the existing pathways
throughout the town centre. The lack of connection to this
space creates dark crevices and opportunity for dangerous
and unwanted activity. By eliminating narrow areas like this
it will enhance the pedestrian experience in Manurewa and
hopefully reduced the stigma of fear that has affected its use
and general perception.
Lack of visual connections
from the town centre .

Open spaces dedicated to
pedestrians .

Intended journey through
public space.

PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS :
The diagrams below show the typical footpath layout that a
pedestrian would experience in Manurewa. This exersize focused on the existing thresholds to the site and how they may
be improved. More pedestrian prioritized space will encourage regular use of the town centre, coupled with activity this
would benifit the local economy of Manurewa.

The public
Traffic slow zones adjacent to
public space.

Figure 111: Pathway diagrams

A) Typical Footpath
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B) Narrow path

C) Street (Hazard

adjacent to train line.

Zone)

D) Sheltered Footpath

E) Narrow Alleyway

Connections to public
transport areas.

Visual connections and strong
linear axis

F) Wide Alleyway
Figure 113:Images identifying the buildings that will be removed to create better visual connections
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Manurewa Medical Centre

Small carpark in front of Northcrest shops, this is where Manurewa Medical
Centre is located, the facility can be entered from the front and back side as
more parking is offered at the back. This block is the fist set of shops seen when
driving into Manurewa (from Manukau).

Norefolk Tree

This area is the Great South Road entrance to ‘Southmall’ Shopping Centre. The
footpath here is wider and consistant with the orange brick paving. The famous
Norfolk tree stands taller than any building and signifies the heart of the town
centre.

View from the corner of Great South Road and Station Road

ANZAC Cenatoph

Norefolk Tree

Sir John Walker Statue

This view shows the beginning of Manurewas ‘Retail Strip’ on Great South
Road (from Takanini), the orange brick paving is consistant on both sides of the
street.

Station Road is perpendicular to Great South Road, it contains fewer shops and
leads to the Southmall Carpark and Manurewa Train Station.

Figure 114:Serial Vision drawing identifying key character objects in Manurewa Town Centre.
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6..6.1 ENHANCING EXISTING BUSINESSES :

PAVEMENT MATERIAL:

Figure 115: Manurewa Town Centre Play - connecting existing elements important to the area.
Figure 116: 3D drawing of designed public open space. The back side of
Northcrest shops will now face the public square.
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SPACE ARRANGEMENT :

6.7 PUBLIC BUILDING - INITIAL CONCEPTS

The footprint of the public building is
smaller than the market square. When
arranging the spaces on the site it was
important to dedicate a large portion of
the existing car park area to pedestrian
use. Offering a space of rest and outdoor
leisure for the community helps to
enhance local economy, increasing the
chances of walk-in customers.

The initial concept for the Public Building began with considerations of the public experience.
The market square is designed to host cultural play and create a destination for community
interactions. The building will as a backdrop to this activity, exploring how the space can
remain open and flexible -maintain a sense of freedom. However, the movement within the
square will be informed by the buildings position, height and atmosphere. The sketches below
explore how people might approach the building from both directions. If part of the building
is cantilevered over the market square, it informs a clear point of entry and offers shelter. This
building should encompass the identity of the people, housing cultural entertainment and
social support.

The building has two main entrances, 1)
that is directly opposite the entrance to
Manurewa medical centre and 2) that is
facing the market square. The building is
placed closer to Maiche Road - allowing
the design to address the street and
maintaining a diagonal visual connection
to the building from the corner of Station
Road.
The designed car park space is small,
only servicing staff vehicles and disabled
visitors who need to be close to the facility
entrance.

Figure 117: Public Building initial sketches

108

Figure 118: Exploring relationship between
the building and public square .

Figure 119: General Space arrangement for Public
Building and Market Square. Image by Author

Figure 120: Public building Space arrangement plan
(image by Author)
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LOCAL MARKET

PUBLIC BUILDING CIRCULATION + CONNECTIONS
PERFORMANCE SPACE

MARKET FUNCTION

The need for local performance spaces is designed with some
consideration of how the form may effect the market square
below. The indoor facility will house over 300 people to cater for
cultural performances and local talent. This type of activity has
full potential to happen outdoors as well, the market square is a
flexible space which accommodates for daily entertainment.
Fig. 122 shows the key considerations.

The market is a successful event which is a good display of
cultural play in Manurewa Town Centre. The new design seeks
to enhance the the market function by introducing permanent
commercial kitchen facilities. Public building embraces the
way the outdoor market currently works, by providing extra
amenities and some degree of shelter the community will feel
more comfortable in this space.

Three storey section for office and
meeting spaces that may support
the community.

Performance Hall overhanging the
public space, acting as beacon and
enhancing the atmosphere of the
square.
Manurewa Market Square

Commercial kitchens that cater
for the regular Sunday market
function.

Figure 121: Public building section diagrams. Image by Author
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Figure 122:Public Building Section. Image by Author

Figure 123:Market Square showing the market function, (Image by
Author)

Figure 124:Manurewa Market Square Concept View 1
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CREATING GREEN WAYS AND CONNECTIONS TO PARK GROUNDS :

6.8 PATHWAY DESIGN

Figure 128: Play area sketch. ( By Author)

Figure 125:Vacant car park land in Manurewa ( image by
Author)

Figure 126:Existing Plan of Manurewa - highlighting the dead zone adjacent to the
train line.
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Figure 127: Brisbane walking showing unique way of integrating greenery into pathway
spaces.

Figure 129:Concept Plan - connecting the
town centre to Russell Reserve as the
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PUBLIC PATHWAY

PLAY ZONE

PLAY ZONE

Figure 130: Circulation type diagram (image by
author)

Creating a connection to Manurewa Recreation Centre
(across the train line), the topography of the ground needs
to be considered. Given the urban context, the natural
topography of the site would not need to be followed as urban development’s allow the option of establishing a built
floor level. However, the design is stretched over a large
portion of uneven topography, it is important to define the
height of these platforms.
Important Factors:
Height of Proposed pathway platforms and the
relationship with existing streets
Gradual change height of path to ensuring that it
reaches a level in which the passing trains can move freely.
The contours show the land is sloping down towards the
west of the site. The trenched out land which is created for
the train tracks comes to a subtle flat area directly outside
the Recreational Centre. This is where the bridge will be,
leading pedestrians to the car park and continued circulation to the rest of Russell Reserve.

Figure 132: Map showing area where
the ground changes (image by Author)

Figure 131: Playful ground explorations (
image by Author)
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PATHWAY CONSIDERATIONS:

Figure 134: Diagramatic Sections - Pathway .(images by Author)

Figure 133: Pathway Design Features. (image by Author)

Figure 135:Pathway section sketch - the path gradually inclines towards the bridge .This is to ensure there
is enough height clearance for trains to pass underneath the path. (image by Author)
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SPACE ARRANGEMENT :

6.9 YOUTH CENTRE - INITIAL CONCEPTS

The initial concept for the Youth Centre building was based
on its relationship with the pathway. By integrating the
building into the pathway it creates more of an incentive for
the public (especially the youth) to use it. The form of the
building is long and slender so that the building does not
become an obstruction to the public circulation. The various
playful activities that would normally be contained within the
boundaries of the facility, now have potential into the happen
on this path. Thus the experience of play can happen before
and after children leave the building.

Figure 138: Youth Centre and Pathway Plan. Image by Author

Figure 136: Youth Centre initial concept sketches
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Figure 137: Space explorations ( By Author)
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YOUTH CENTRE - CIRCULATIONS AND CONNECTIONS

The path way at its highest point is
where the bridge is formed. This is to
ensure that there is enough space for
trains to pass underneath.

The community garden is owned
by the youth, and will be visible by
the public. This type of function
allows children to be involved in
activities that may be celebrated
and acknowledged by the wider
community.

The building houses all functions such
as art and craft spaces, music studio,
games room and free space to study
and socialize.

Indoor flexible space can be utilized
even when the weather is not good.
Children have a place to practise
physical play - not being restricted to a
low ceiling space.

The focal point of Play is at the Youth Centre itself, generating an
environment that stimulates and accommodates children’s playful
activities. As specific play activities cannot always be designed for, these
spaces must be flexible and cater for all types of play. Physical activities
(indoor or outdoor) will take place in wider and taller area the design,
whereas social play could take place in smaller nooks of the design.
Figure 141:Perspective view from Path (south). Image by Author

Figure 139:Youth Centre Section diagram. Image by Author

Figure 140: Sketch - Pathway features including
the integration of the Youth Centre building,
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Figure 142: Perspective view from Path. Image by Author
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Figure 143: Playful ground patterns . Image by Author
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Figure 144: Playful ground patterns 2. Image by Author
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CONCLUSION :

Manurewa Town Centre is losing its significance in Auckland city - as a
space for urban leisure and play. This project aims to revitalize this space
with the diverse community and the youth community in mind. When
considering how this public realm would be improved, providing more retail
activity did not appeal as the appropriate response. Using cultural play and
stimulated notions which suits a programme that supports the vulnerable
members of the Manurewa community, generated critical thoughts and
a strong conviction as to what this community needs to create a safe and
lively atmosphere. The research and design outlined in this document
has been inspired by urban play interventions that have activated urban
environments. Although the subject of public perception has been
addressed, it is difficult to say that the architecture would change it. This
concept design has been explored the aspects learnt to display a design
that emphasises a strong identity of the diverse community, a comfortable
and safe behavioural setting and finally a stimulated and playful experience
of the town centre.
‘Playful Pathways’ is a project which seeks to enhance Manurewa Town
Centre through a series of architectural buildings. The intentions behind
this project is to draw attention to some of the issues that remain and to
spark a conversation about how this community can sustain positive and
prosperous environment.

Figure 145: Overall perspective of concept (Image by Author)
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Appendix - A
Child Poverty Report shows that 40% of families living in low income
bracket spend 30% of their income of housing. This expense can become difficult especially in larger families. 50% of Pasifika children live
in crowded homes, this is a factor that may put parents under a lot of
stress to maintain a household. Crowded homes heighten the risk of
health problems that has been linked to meningococcal disease and
rheumatic fever, children living in poorer communities are three times
more likely to end up in hospital.1
34% of children that are at higher risk to poor outcomes in their
teenage and adult lives, have had police family violence incidents
reported2. The regional picture of children at higher risk shows that
children from South Auckland are more at risk to poor outcomes than
other parts of Auckland. 25% of children in Manurewa are considered
at higher risk – this risk is estimated based on risk indicators of health
and violence issues. The number of kids at risk in the Manurewa district is more than kids at risk in Howick, Orakei, Mt Eden and Takapuna areas combined.3 This shows that children in areas like Manurewa
are more likely to experience hardship due to poorer circumstances.
Children in care have generally been exposed to repeated significant trauma. A recent survey of young people in the CYF residences
1
http://knowledgeauckland.org.
nz/assets/publications/Children_and_Young_People_in_Auckland.pdf page number?
2
Characteristics of Children at Risk, NZ treasury Report 2016
3
Characteristics of Children at Risk, NZ treasury Report 2016 (page number)

aged between 12 to 18 years, found that: 56% of boys and 26% of
the girls had been hit three or more times in the previous year, 67%
had parents with alcohol and other drug issues and 54% of the girls
had a parent with a mental health condition.4There are social groups
and ministries that have done sound research on this topic in order
to bring forward these issues. Unlike a lot of countries, New Zealand
government has well-funded groups that can help contribute to
research and physical projects that improve the lives of youth. A high
percentage of children that come from dysfunctional homes are of
Maori decent, there are many support groups and funding provided
by the government that enable these kids to excel. The Youth Support
Network includes the Ministry of Education, Ministry of Social Development, Ministry of Health, and Ministry of Youth Development.
These departments play a huge role in supporting the wellbeing of
children/youth in New Zealand. 5

4

http://www.bpac.org.nz/BPJ/2011/august/upfront.aspx

5
https://www.msd.govt.nz/documents/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-resources/planning-strategy/improving-outcomes-young-people/improving-outcomes-action-plan.pdf
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