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How has this topic come about? (I)

• Wonder Dai murdered in 2002 • Carol Burrows murdered in 2003



How has this topic come about? (II)

• Sophie Elliot murdered in 2008 

Helen Mead murdered in 2009

• Emily Longley murdered in 2012

Luka Batty murdered in 2014

Bereaved parents identified by their 

publications

• Batty, R. (2015). A mother’s story. HarperCollinsPublishers

• Elliott, L., & O’Brian, B. (2011). Sophie's Legacy: the Sophie

Elliott story. Radom House New Zealand

• Longley, M. (2019). Podcast on death, love, grief and hope. 
https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/podcasts/Death.html

• White, D. (2012). Helen: the Helen Meads tragedy. David Ling 
Publishing

https://www.newshub.co.nz/home/podcasts/Death.html


Research questions

• What is the lived experience of bereaved parents of children 
murdered in intimate partner violence who have opened up to the 
public with their bereavement?

1. What is their meaning-making process? What has sustained 
them to live on after the traumatic loss of their children?

2. What is their ontological shift and when has that shift begun 
taking place post-trauma?



Literature Review (I) Scope

Homicide bereaved parents 

those who have not 
opened up to public 

but their stories 
written about by 

others

those who have 
opened up to 

public about their 
bereavement

My research 
interest, thus 
my lit review 



Literature Review (II) 

• The three overlapping areas for literature review (of homicide-bereaved parents 
who have opened up to public about their bereavement)

Intimate partner 
violence (IPV)

IPV-Murder 
parental 

bereavement 
&outcomes

Parental 
bereavement

My 
research 

topic



IPV/FV/DV: violence against women and 
children 

• Governmental/societal/cultural 
approach from being 

Reactive (Protection Order, education, etc.)  (Bush,et al. 
1992, 1995; Bush & Robertson, 1994)

Active/proactive 
(Systemic failure; social 

/cultural discourse/construct/patriarchal system where 
inequality is rooted) that have helped perpetuate IPV

• IPV as gender-patterned harm to 
women and children (Robertson & Smith, 2020; 
Tolmie, et al., 2018). 

• Coercive Control-CC in IPV, CC 
leads to murder when women 
are “leaving” –Stark, E.(2007,2009)

• Typology of IPV –Johnson (1995, 2008) 

• Bi-directional of IPV but Male as 
perpetrator of CC in IPV (Stark, 2007, Swan 
and Snow , 2006)

NZ
USA



Parental Bereavement
• Death of a child is against natural order 

(Davies, 2004)

• Traditional Freudian-positivism model of 
severing the bond 

• Current continuing the bond assists 
somewhat resolution when parental 
bereavement as a process of parents’ 
living their inner reality of their child alive 
in their outer world when their inner 
reality is socially 
witnessed/held/accommodated/ 
accepted/acknowledged in their 
immediate social melieu-their support 
group [as a testing foreground](Klass, 1997).

Grieving as 
• meaning-making process (Niemeyer, 2001)

• relearning the world(Attig, 2010;) 



IPV-Murder-bereaved parents & Outcomes
No return for the combination even using the 
modified terms, thus a conceptual map to 
assist search

Well over 40 articles found including non-
parental-co-victims homicide-bereavement by 
strangers 

• mainly in Pathology: grief-related issues, extra tasks 
by the horrific nature of homicide and dealings with 
criminal justice system and social media portray of 
victims; homicide investigations (Connolly, & Gordon, 
2015; Mahat-Shamir, & Leichtentritt, 2016)

• Bifurcated worldviews co-existing during grieving 
(Mahat-Shamir, & Leichtentritt, 2016). 

• Positive outcomes of parents-self-reported 
behavioural change, also change in thinking (Parapully
et al., 2002)

• Clinical Intervention through repairing memory of 
traumatic experience by re-entering traumatic 
memory supported professionally (Puigarnau, & 
Morales,2019). 

Conceptual 
keywords

Equivalents/alternatives

Parental 
bereavement

Greif/grieving

Murder Homicide, violence crime

IPV DV/FV

Outcomes Media/publications/social 
impact via media/publications

Conceptual map for Lit Review



The recent consideration of research 
methodology
Hermeneutic Phenomenology as methodology
• Phenomenology is a methodology for researching the phenomenon 

of lived experiences, 
• Heideggerian phenomenology states that Human beings are thrown 

into a historically established world with its existing customary ways 
of living, they further project their adapted ways of living to their 
future yet at some stage their ways of living will have to change, 
though out of the control of human beings themselves. To Heidegger, 
the question of Being-the Fundamental Ontology is what 
phenomenology needs to ask. (Cerbone, 2006; Zuckert, 1996) 



The development of research methodology

• Heidegger’s “Dasein” or “Being there” (Zahavi, 2019, p.5):  Being-in-the-world 
indicates that being is relational as being-in-relation to other beings and it 
has a mine-ness: my being/existence in relation to others in the world. It is 
through the relating in the world that I become couscous of my existence 
(Royle, 2018). Heidegger’s student Hans-George Gadamer furthered the 
position of the historical feature of human existence and proposed that 
living is an infinite process of existence in a historically meaningful 
context (Zuckert, 1996). This is closer to what I intend for my research that 
parents become conscious of their ontology-being in-the-world through 
their grieving and making sense of their child’s senseless murder, and make 
their change –ontological shift in the aftermath of their children’s murder.

• Would Kaupapa Maori/Pūrākau be a methodology that would hold the 
investigation of the lived experience? 



Data collection: phenomenological semi-structured 
interviews
• “Phenomenological interviews” are usually semi-structured interviews that help 

generate detailed information of the participants’ lived experience and their 
“responses” to the experience (Roulston, 2010, p.16) 

• Seidman (c2013) scheduled three 90-min interviews, with each participant, with 
three days or a week apart over two/three-week-period to allow space and time 
for each interview to proceed gently as well as allow participants to process the 
interview and not lose track of it.; at the same time, feel valued, i.e. that their 
story-telling is given the time and space (90 min instead of 60 min), i.e. due 
respect shown in this length of time given for each interview

• Supplemented by the published work of parents as secondary data Silverman 
(2006) elaborated on using “texts” as qualitative research data. He pointed out 
“the mere act of transcription of an interview turns it into a written text.” He 
further clarified “text” to be “data consisting of words and/or images” “recorded 
without the intervention of a researcher (e.g. through an interview)” (p.153).



Ethic consideration

1.   Do no harm: I will clearly outline my intention and purpose of research, interview questions, the 
recruitment is over 5 years post-loss, researches state that the first 6-months is the normal grieving period to process the 
initial shock, disbelief, dealing with funeral arrangement, going through Criminal Justice System procedures, coming to term 
with the loss though not resolved. The bereaved parents’ published work indicate their process of grieving and their 

2. Confidentiality and participants’ anonymity the impossibility of this to be 
acknowledged at the beginning of research to demonstrate honesty and show respect to participants 

3. Informed consent 
4. Self-care psychic hygiene, therapeutic support, supervisors’ availability for debriefing during research process

5. Keeping communication within the scope of research during interviews

6. Support for participants during interviews support person present or available for 
contact during interview; at the venue of their choice; made counselling services information available for after 
interviews



Disclaimer

• This presentation is the result of my two-year (2019-2021) part-time 
research in the topic: Lit review and on-going exploration for a sound 
philosophical and theoretical framework that is fit to hold even the 
idea/the topic of this research; and sturdy supervisors who are strong 
enough to hold me, the researcher, that after such trauma, and living with 
trauma, she still wants to do her PhD. This PhD is part of her healing and 
recovery, so it’s a natural thing to do.

• Some of the slides (slides 2,3,6,7, 8,9 –lit review) are directly (with minor updates) 
from my research seminar to the Research Committee at the faculty of 
Education and Social Work of Auckland University on 8th Dec, 2020.

• Research questions and methodology are still being refined and developed, 
hence this presentation. 
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